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Man charged 
with carrying 
machete 
around mall 

weapon A man was arrest¬ 
ed for concealing a 
machete as he walked 
around the Halifax 
Shopping Centre yesterday. 

A merchant reported a 
shopper behaving oddly 
and carrying what looked 
to be a dagger in his waist¬ 
band. Two community re¬ 
sponse officers in the mall 
took a man into custody. 
Officers said the dagger 
turned out to be a machete. 

A 19-year-old man will 
appear in court this 
afternoon charged with 
possessing a concealed 
weapon. 

Another man, Ryan Allen 
Baker, was sent to jail for a 
year for waving a sword at 
the Halifax Shopping Cen¬ 
tre in Februaiy 2007. He 
was arrested after a police 
officer’s Taser brought him 
to the ground, metro Halifax 


Riding the Recession 


Now through the end of 
March, Metro will share 
advice on how to cut down 
on expenses and navigate 
your way through 
the recession. 

Auto 

• In this time of penny 
pinching, the 

experts 
j explain 

why you 
should 

know the financial ins and 
outs of your insurance, pg n 
Tomorrow 
• We give you a few 
budget-friendly meals your 
whole family will love. 



Local pg 3 


Bus fares 
on the rise 



Premier Rodney MacDonald tries to compose himself as he talks about his colleague and friend Michael Baker yesterday. Baker, the 
provincial finance minister, passed away Monday night after a long battle with cancer. 

Baker inspirational 

‘Words don't describe what he did:' Premier 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(§nnetronews.ca 


It was a sombre day in 
Nova Scotia politics 
yesterday as many 
paused to remember 
Finance Minister Michael 
Baker. 

Baker died Monday 
evening at his home in 
Lunenburg after fighting 
skin cancer since 2006. He 
was 52 years old. 

The funeral for Baker 
will take place tomorrow 
at 2 p.m. at Zion Evangeli¬ 
cal Lutheran Church in 
Lunenburg. 

Premier Rodney Mac¬ 
Donald had to fight back 
tears as he talked to re¬ 


porters about the loss of 
his friend during a late 
morning media scrum. 

“Michael’s an inspira¬ 
tion, to not 
only our 
caucus but 
all MLAs. 

He came to 
work every 
day,” said 
MacDonald, 
who then 
paused for 
several sec¬ 
onds to compose himself. 

“And very often in pain. 
How can, you know, words 
don’t describe what he did. 
You know last year, during 
the budget when he stood 
there for over an hour and 
delivered his speech, I 


think he impressed every¬ 
one.” 

MacDonald had visited 
Baker and his wife, Cindy, 
at their Lunenburg home 
just hours before Baker’s 
death. He even joked with 
Baker about it being a busi¬ 
ness meeting. 

“I actually started off my 
conversation by saying 
‘Michael, I’m here to brief 
you on the budget.’ I could 
see his eyes light up,” Mac¬ 
Donald recalled. 

“That’s the way he want¬ 
ed it. He wanted to be talk¬ 
ing about work and talking 
about life to the veiy end.” 

Baker inspired many by 
serving as finance minis¬ 
ter, one of the most de¬ 
manding posts in all of 


government, throughout 
his illness. He leaves be¬ 
hind a wife and two sons, 
Matthew and Daniel. 

Chris d’Entremont is 
currently handling the fi¬ 
nance portfolio. No deci¬ 
sion has been made on a 
permanent replacement. 

Former premier John 
Hamm also sent condo¬ 
lences to Baker’s family 
and praised his old col¬ 
league. 

“Michael Baker was one 
of the finest public ser¬ 
vants of his generation. His 
sharp intellect, his warm 
and friendly nature and his 
generous spirit were won¬ 
derful attributes to have 
around my caucus and cab¬ 
inet tables,” said Hamm. 


Reaction 
pours in 
for M LA 

leaders Voices were 
raised all across the polit¬ 
ical spectrum yesterday 
praising Michael Baker. 

Baker had been respect¬ 
ed by all parties. When he 
unveiled the provincial 
budget last year not all 
MLAs supported it. But 
they nonetheless all rose 
in a standing ovation for 
Baker continuing on as fi¬ 
nance minister despite 
fighting skin cancer. 

Yester¬ 
day NDP 
leader 
Darrell 
Dexter re¬ 
leased a 
statement 
calling 
Baker a re¬ 
markable 
man. 

“I first 
met 

Michael in 
university and was lucky 
enough to form a close 
friendship with him,” 
said Dexter. 

“Michael’s determina¬ 
tion, intelligence, ambi¬ 
tion for our province, and 
his great strength of char¬ 
acter were evident then, 
and those qualities clear¬ 
ly served him well 
throughout his life.” 

Liberal MP Geoff Regan 
also sent out sympathies 
for Baker’s family. 

He said Baker was “the 
epitome of a public 
servant” who served Nova 
Scotians with distinction 
for over a decade. 

Defence Minister Peter 
MacKay praised Baker’s 
sense of public duty. 

“I was inspired by how 
he stared down adversity 
in his own life and 
continued to serve the 
public and make a differ¬ 
ence in our lives,” said 
MacKay. 

PAUL MCLEOD/METRO HALIFAX 
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“I was 

inspired 

by how he 

stared 

down 

adversity." 

Peter 

MacKay 
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Visit an authorized Bell and 
Aliant dealer: 


AMHERST 
Aliant Store 
Amherst Centre Mall 


The smart money 
is on a Bell Value plan. 


VALUE 
v PLAN 15 



/MO. 


Talk more for less with the new Value plan 15 from Bell 1 . 
For a limited time, take advantage of 100 local anytime 
minutes and more starting from just $15 per month. 

Visit an authorized Bell and Aliant dealer • bell.ca 




ANNAPOLIS ROYAL 

Annapolis Appliances Sales & Service Ltd. 

314 St. George St. 

ANTIGONISH 

DownEast Communications 
Antigonish Mall 

BEDFORD 
Aliant Stores 
85 Damascus Road 
Bedford Place Mall 
Sunnyside Mall 
DownEast Communications 
741 Bedford Hwy. 

BRIDGEWATER 
Aliant Store 
Bridgewater Mall 
Eastern Office Supplies 

136 Logan Rd. 

CHETICAMP 

Aucoin's 

14803 Cabot Trail Hwy. 

DARTMOUTH 

Aliant Business Solutions Store 
202 Brown low Ave. 

Aliant Stores 
Penhorn Mall 
Mic Mac Mall 
Axis Mobility 
336 Windmill Road 
DownEast Communications 
Atlantic Superstore, 

650 Portland St. 

Nova Communications 
167 Trider Avenue 
Wacky Wheatley's 
122 Main St. 

DIGBY 

Peck Audiotronics 
163 Hwy. 303 

ELMSDALE 

DownEast Communications 
269 Hwy. 214 

FALL RIVER 

DownEast Communications 
Fall River Plaza 

GLACE BAY 
The Rolling Phones 
People's Mall 

GREENWOOD 
Aliant Store 
Greenwood Mall 

HALIFAX 
Aliant Stores 

Halifax Shopping Centre (upper and lower) 
Scotia Square 
201 Chain Lake Dr 
5475 Spring Garden Road 
CBCI Telecom 
380 Bedford Highway 
DownEast Communications 
Maritime Centre 
West End Mall 

Quarterback Communications 
102 Chain Lake Drive 
Wacky Wheatley's 
201 Chain Lake Dr. 

Wireless Wave 
Halifax Shopping Centre 

LIVERPOOL 

MacPhersons 

137 Bristol Ave. 

LOWER SACKVILLE 
DownEast Communications 
Sobeys, 752 Sackville Dr. 

Atlantic Superstore, 

745 Sackville Dr. 

NEW GLASGOW 
Aliant Store 
Highland Square Mall 

NEW MINAS 
Aliant Store 
County Fair Mall 
Wacky Wheatley's 
8961 Commercial St. 

NORTH SYDNEY 
The Rolling Phones 
131 King's St. 

PORT HAWKSBURY 
The Rolling Phones 
Shediac Plaza 
Sobeys, 622 Reeves St. 

PORTER'S LAKE 
DownEast Communications 
5228 Hwy. 7 

SAULNIERVILLE 

Seashore Electronics/The Source by CC 
Saulnierville Mall 

SHELBURNE 
Video Focus 
32 King St. 


LG Rumour™ 

$ 29 95 



3G Sanyo Katana® 
Eclipse 



SYDNEY 

The Rolling Phones 
516 Grand Lake Rd. 
Mayflower Mall 

SYDNEY RIVER 
The Rolling Phones 
Value Check Plaza 

TANTALL0N 

DownEast Communications 
Sobeys, Hubley Centre 


on a 3-yr. term 2 

on a 3-yr. term 2 

on a 3-yr. term 2 

on a 3-yr. term 2 

($279.95 no term) 

($279.95 no term) 

($279.95 no term) 

($269.95 no term) 


TRURO 
Aliant Store 
Truro Mall 

DownEast Communications 
Sobeys, 985 Prince St. 
Wacky Wheatley's 
188 Robie St. 


WINDSOR 

Windsor Home Hardware 
Fort Edward Mall 



saving 
just got 
better 


YARMOUTH 
Aliant Store 
Yarmouth Mall 
Tri-Star Electronics 
88 Forest Street 


Also available at these retailers: 


Aliant) 


^ DuwnEast 

^ COMMUNICATIONS 


Wacky Wheatley'S 

AudioTRONic ^ 


WIRELESS eiC... 


((WIRELESSWRVE)) 


Offer ends March 31, 2009. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high speed mobile network coverage areas. Other monthly fees, i.e., e9-1-1 (75c), system access (nota government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation ($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including 
foreign taxes) may apply outside your local area. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. (1) With new activation on a 3-yr. term. (2) With new activation on a post-paid voice plan. 
Rumour and Wine are trademarks of LG Electronics Inc. Samsung Cleo is a trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd., and its related entities. Katana is a registered trademark of Sanyo Inc. 
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Broad support for use of French language 

Acadian and Francophone organizations from Nova Scotia committed to the continuous promotion of French language services in the province by signing a Proclamation of Social 
Engagement yesterday. More than 70 provincial and community-based organizations were on hand to promote the use of French language services in the province, metro Halifax 
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Local 


Coach finalist in ‘most valuable’ search 

Wrestling coach Corey Robinson, left, of Hubbards has been selected as one of the four finalists in the 
Chunky Most Valuable Coach search. Robinson is the head coach of the Metro Amateur Wrestling Club 
in Halifax and was chosen from nearly 500 nominations submitted from sports organizations across 
the province. The finalists will be featured in a commercial spot on TSN. metro Halifax 



Council hikes bus fare 



Rate to rise July 1 to help manage projected transit deficit 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(3 metronews.ca 


Bus fares in Halifax are 
going up, despite the 
protests of some 
councillors. 

Metro Transit is facing a 
$16.3-million shortfall over 
the next five years and that 
money needs to come from 
somewhere. 

After more than two 
hours of the debate Halifax 
regional council approved 
a bump from $2 to $2.25 in 
fares that will take place 
July 1. 

“I’ve said for some time, 
transit is not free,” said 
Fairview-Clayton park 
Coun. Russell Walker. 

“This fare increase, as 
modest as it is, is one way 
to go ... I don’t know of any 
company that keeps losing 
money that would say 
we’re going to keep our 
fares the same.” 

Currently about half of 
Metro Transit’s $65-million 
budget is recouped from 
passengers while the other 
half is funded by taxpay¬ 
ers. The last fare increase 
happened four years ago in 
January of 2005. 

Since then service, rider- 
ship and cost have in¬ 
creased significantly. 

Several councillors op¬ 
posed the price hike for vari¬ 
ous reasons. East Dart- 
mouth-The Lakes Coun. An- 


Metro Transit passengers get off the bus on Barrington Street this week. HRM council voted to 
increase the general bus fare to $2.25 yesterday. 


drew Younger said people 
have been flocking to buses 
to avoid high gas prices and 
raising fares would be 
counter-productive. 

“Now we’re going to talk 
about kicking a few more 
(people off) when they can 
say ‘oh well now it’s start¬ 
ing to get cheaper for me to 


drive.’ So, your worship, I 
have a lot of trouble (voting 
for) fare increases at this 
time,” said Younger. 

Bedford Coun. Tim Out- 
hit said raising fares would 
“penalize the people who 
are doing what we asked 
them to do, which is use 
public transit.” 


But the majority of coun¬ 
cillors saw no acceptable al¬ 
ternative to pay for the 
budget shortfall. The price 
hike itself won’t even be 
enough to cover all of it. It is 
expected to raise revenue by 
$3.4 million per year, but 
the shortfall for 2010/2011 is 
projected at over $7 million. 


Don’t up minimum wage now: Group 
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What’s online today. 


Video ‘Failure at all levels' 
led to botched breast cancer 
tests in Newfoundland at 
metronews.ca/Canada 
Analysis Rash of gang 
violence in _ 

Vancouver 

linked to & 

Mexican drug 
wars at 

metronews.ca/Canada 

Check movie showtimes, 
watch trailers and read 
reviews 

Search for careers using 
Metro's Workopolis — 
powered job search 
Play free online Sudoku, 
updated daily 


ShareYourViews 
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Whoa — slow down on in¬ 
creasing the minimum 
wage says the Canadian 
Federation of Business. 

An increase is sched¬ 
uled for April 1, but 
Leanne Hachey with the 
CFIB said a recession isn’t 
a good time to boost 
labour costs. 

“We know that just un¬ 
der one-third of business¬ 
es cut back on employee 
hours and put hiring 
plans on hold to pay for 
the first increase. Who 
knows what will happen 
after this one?” 

Last month, the 
province’s minimum 
wage review committee 
recommended the in- 


Earners 

• The CFIB says only five per 
cent of Nova Scotians earn 
minimum wage and most 
of those people are young 
and living at home. 

crease go forward despite 
the current economic 
downturn. The minimum 
wage will increase 6.2 per 
cent to $8.60 an hour. 

“Steadily increasing the 
minimum wage is the 
right thing to do for work¬ 
ing families and individu¬ 
als who are trying to build 
a career and contribute to 
society,” said Mark Par¬ 
ent, Labour and Work¬ 
force Development minis¬ 
ter, last month. 

Nova Scotia has the 


fourth lowest minimum 
wage in the country be¬ 
hind New Brunswick, 
B.C., and P.E.I. 

But the CFIB said many 
business owners think the 
increases are going too far, 
too fast. A survey they con¬ 
ducted before the econo¬ 
my took a hit showed near¬ 
ly half of small business 
owners prefer more mod¬ 
est increases to the mini¬ 
mum wage. 

Hachey said a better 
way is to lower income 
taxes. 

“Not only does tax relief 
leave more in the pockets 
of hard-working Nova 
Scotians, small business 
owners say it’s the best 
way government can 
stimulate the economy,” 
she said in a statement is¬ 
sued yesterday. 


Ice jams, high water 
cause evacuations, 
road washouts 


JENNIFER TAPLIN 

jennifer.taplin(§metronews.ca 


Two trailer parks and sever¬ 
al roads were washed out 
yesterday. 

The main source of the 
problem was ice jams on 
rivers, which forced the vol- 
untaiy evacuation of two 
trailer parks. The first was 
on the banks of Salmon Riv¬ 
er near Bible Hill. 

“There was a voluntary 
evacuation of about 30 resi¬ 
dents and also there was a 
count of five dogs and one 
cat,” said David Rodenhiser, 
spokesman for the Emer¬ 
gency Management Office. 

“They were originally 
evacuated to the Salmon 
River Fire Hall and then peo¬ 
ple went on to the homes of 
friends and relatives.” 

The ice jam eventually 
dislodged yesterday, easing 
the water levels. Residents 
were allowed back home 
to mop up. 

The Blue Acres trailer 
park in New Glasgow was 
also evacuated yesterday as 
the East River jammed with 
ice. The New Glasgow News 
reported 20 of the park’s 66 
residents were rescued by 
late morning yesterday. 

Rodenhiser said the jams 


Oxford water 

• Power outages were report¬ 
ed across Cumberland County. 
There was concern particular¬ 
ly for a power outage at the 
Oxford water supply. Officials 
there were asking residents to 
conserve water. 


were threatening two 
bridges in the area and offi¬ 
cials were monitoring the 
high tide to see if it would 
cause additional flooding 
and stress on the bridges. 

A number of roads were 
washed out in the 
province. Musquodoboit 
Valley was hardest hit in 
the East Halifax area. 

“They have to wait in 
some areas for the water 
levels to subside so they can 
examine the extent of the 
damage,” said Patricia 
Jreige, spokeswoman for 
Transportation and Infra¬ 
structure Renewal. 

But many of the affect¬ 
ed roads were still open to 
traffic. 

“They can still drive, but 
they have to drive with cau¬ 
tion and they should really 
be checking the road condi¬ 
tions before they get behind 
the wheel,” said Jreige. 



A man and his dog attempt the sidewalk on Victoria Street in 
downtown Amherst yesterday morning. 


News in brief 


arrests Police arrested a 
teenaged suspect in relation to 
a string of robberies around 
the HRM Monday night. At 8 
p.m. three masked men walked 
into the Needs store on Ham¬ 
monds Plains Road and one of 
them put a knife to the clerk's 
neck. The other two men emp¬ 
tied the cash drawer and took 


several packs of cigarettes. The 
Holiday Inn Express on Kearney 
Lake Road and a Subway 
restaurant in Bedford were also 
robbed between 8 and 8:35 
p.m. Police arrested a 17-year- 
old boy at a Dartmouth 
residence at 10 p.m. Monday 
night. He is set to appear in 
court today. metro Halifax 
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Helmets to keep kids safe 

Students at St. Patrick's-Alexandra School in Halifax will receive a donation of 87 helmets from staff at Aviva Canada Inc. 
and the ThinkFirst non-profit organization. The helmets will be shared with the George Dixon centre, metro Halifax 


University cutting emissions 

Saint Mary's 2,000-tonne reduction announced during Sustainability Week 


KIM HART MACNEILL 

for Metro Halifax 


/*P 


Energy Minister Barry Bar- 
net kicked off the first 
Saint Mary’s University 
Sustainability Week by an¬ 
nouncing the university's 
switch to natural gas. 

“Natural gas is a cleaner, 
healthier, made in Nova 
Scotia energy solution,” Bar- 
net said yesterday. 

The change from heavy 
oil to natural gas cost $1.3 
million and the province’s 
Gas Market Development 
Fund contributed $993,000. 
The university will lower its 
emissions by 2,000 tonnes 
per year, about the same as 
pulling 400 cars off the 
road. 

The Sustainability Task 
Force organized this week’s 


event. It practised what it 
preach by offering a litter- 
free snack of apples, and 
providing water glasses and 
ceramic coffee mugs for 
beverages. 


Displays il¬ 
lustrating 
green prac¬ 
tices at St. 

Mary’s lined 
the walls. 

One such dis¬ 
play shows 
the 80,000 
pieces of pa¬ 
per saved when the univer¬ 
sity committed to closely 
monitor its paper use last 
year. 

A giant mobile of 
reusable shopping bags, 
batteries, and drink pack¬ 
ages hung from the ceiling. 
The custodial staff built it to 
illustrate the four Rs: Recy¬ 


“Natural gas is a 
cleaner, healthier, 
made-in-Nova Scotia 
energy solution.” 

Barry Barnet, 
energy minister 


cle, reduce, reuse and re¬ 
think. 

But not all of the displays 
were motivational. 

A pile of clear bags filled 

_with unsorted 

trash illustrat¬ 
ed the need 
for education. 
The bags were 
collected 
from four- 
stream refuse 
cans on cam¬ 
pus, which di¬ 
vide paper, 
plastics, cans and organics. 

“We have the four bins 
with the educational 
posters above them, all over 
campus,” said Catherine 
McCarthy, a university 
spokeswoman. 

“But this is the reality,” 
she said pointing at the 
waist-high pile of bags. 



A display at Saint Mary's Sustainability Fair yesterday shows items are not being properly recycled. 


Go ahead and toss your junk? 



A pile of garbage sits on the Halifax Common yesterday. 


Please litter. 

That’s the message the 
provincial Department of 
Environment is sending to 
Nova Scotians in a new 
campaign. 

Sounds crazy, doesn’t it? 
That’s what they think, too, 
and that’s the impact they 
want to have on anyone 
who will listen. 

“Eveiyone knows this is 
wrong, so why is litter up?” 
environment department 
communications adviser 
Janet Lynn McNeil said. 

“Litter has gone up 21 
per cent from four years 
ago. Those numbers were 
really disappointing and 
shocking because people 
have been more environ¬ 
mentally friendly recently.” 

That may even be part of 
the problem, she surmised. 

“In terms of environmen¬ 
tal issues, litter has fallen 
off the radar. We want to 
make sure people pay at¬ 
tention ... We are asking all 


Nova Scotians to pledge not 
to litter.” 

That pledge can be taken 
at the website www.best 
thingyoullneverdo.ca. 

McNeil refers to the 
month-long campaign, 
which started Monday, as 
something “bold and inno¬ 
vative” for the Department 
of Environment. 

“It’s really up to all of us 


to do something about it... 
Sometimes we just need a 
friendly reminder. That is 
why we did the survey. It’s a 
call to action.” 

The campaign will fea¬ 
ture the radio spots across 
the province as well as 
large posters on bus shel¬ 
ters in areas with public 
transit. 

THE NEW GLASGOW NEWS 


For-profit daycare getting 
chilly reception from union 


A “big-box” daycare isn’t 
getting the warmest of re¬ 
ceptions in Flalifax. 

Kids and Company, a na¬ 
tional daycare chain, is set 
to open a loca- 
tion here tt\ 
soon. But the 
Canadian 
Union of Pub¬ 
lic Employees 
is calling it a 

“major step millions of dollars 


We do not want to 
see a... corporation 
moving into Nova 
Scotia to make 


backwards for 
the sector.” 

“We do not 
want to see a 
large Ontario- 
based corporation moving 
into Nova Scotia to make 
millions of dollars from pro¬ 
viding more for-profit child¬ 
care,” said CUPE Nova Sco¬ 
tia president Danny Ca- 
vanagh in a statement. 

The union represents 11 
non-profit daycare centres 
throughout the province. 

Kids and Company is 


members-only: Companies 
pay to reserve spots for 
their employees’ children. 

“They have a lot of huge 
corporate clients (national- 
ly),” Andrew 
Doyle, presi¬ 
dent of Ex¬ 
treme Group, 
told Metro in 
December. 

“It’s actual¬ 
ly a retention 
tool for a lot 
of companies 
to say they of- 


from providing more 

for-profit child care.” 

Danny Cavanagh, CUPE fer this serv- 

ice.” 

Extreme Group is the 
public relations firm hired 
by Kids and Company and 
was the daycare’s first client 
in Halifax. 

CUPE said Kids and Com¬ 
pany has two information 
sessions booked this week 
at Dalhousie University at 

the IWK. JENNIFER TAPLIN/ 
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News in brief 


YARMOUTH The Port of 
Yarmouth has released the rec¬ 
ommendations from a compre¬ 
hensive master plan study. The 
recommendations are meant to 
guide the direction the port 
could head in in future years. 
They focus on developing 
Yarmouth as an international 
gateway to the province, 
expanding marine-based 
tourism, developing a 
signature waterfront attraction, 
investing in infrastructure im¬ 
provements and reorienting 
port facilities; and enhancing 
service for fishing fleets. 

NEW GLASGOW Winners will 
be officially open for business 
at 930 a.m. on March 26. The 
discount department store will 
occupy a 22,000-square-foot 
space at Highland Square 
Shopping Centre in New Glas¬ 
gow formerly occupied by 
Canadian Tire. The company is 
still in the process of hiring be¬ 
tween 40 and 50 staff to fill 
both full-time and part-time 
positions, metro news services 


Aliant High-Speed with a 
12-month price guarantee. 


$34 

per month for 12 months* 


.95 


Call 1-866-425-4268, visit your nearest Aliant dealer or aliant.net 


*Certain conditions apply. After the 12 month promotion, the price of Aliant High-Speed will be the current regular rate of $49.95 (subject to change). 
™here. for you. is a trademark of Bell Aliant. 
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Art gallery asking for a tax break 

The Cape Breton Centre for Craft and Design is asking the Cape Breton Regional Municipality to waive its $ 30,000 property tax bill indefinitely. Carol Beat¬ 
on, executive director of the art gallery, said money needed to fund the tax bill represents one-third of the centre's annual revenue, cape breton post 


local 5 


Plenty of doubts in Doubt 

Play made famous by Oscar-nominated film set to open 




for Metro Halifax 


Stuart Hughes knows 
what Father Flynn did, but 
he’s not telling anyone. 

“I know for myself and I 
feel very firm in my con¬ 
victions,” the actor says of 
his role as the priest ac¬ 
cused of child abuse in 
Doubt, Neptune’s stage 
version of the Oscar-nomi¬ 
nated film, which official¬ 
ly opens on Friday. 

“I think he has doubts, 
but what those doubts are 
aren’t necessarily as they 
are perceived by the other 
characters. It really is a 
mystery play.” 

Doubt, A Parable, tells 
the story of Flynn and Sis¬ 
ter Aloysius (Fiona Reid), 
two devout Catholics 
struggling over the post- 
Vatican II Church. Flynn 
wants a tolerant, open 
faith, while Aloysius 
thinks Frosty the Snow¬ 
man is spreading pagan 
propaganda. The wily nun 
suspects Flynn of taking 
advantage of a boy at the 


school; the pair clash vi¬ 
ciously as Aloysius tries to 
oust Flynn. 

Hughes says the “ugly” 
accusation at the root of 
the play makes the fight¬ 
ing bitter. 

“When we talk about a 


child potentially being 
molested ... it gets into re¬ 
al mucky ground.” 

The priest is clearly 
troubled by something, 
but whether it’s abuse, his 
faith, or his own sexuality 
is left for the viewer to de- 


Play details 

• Doubt, A Parable, is at 
Neptune Theatre until 
March 29. Go to Nep 
tunetheatre.com or call 429- 
7070 for more information. 


cide. Director Ron Ulrich 
sat down with Hughes and 
Reid to decide the truth as 
each character sees it, but 
kept both actors in the 
dark about what the other 
is thinking. 

Audiences in Edmonton 
have gotten so caught up 
in the play that they’ve 
shouted warnings to the 
characters on stage. 

Ulrich maintains the 
subtle intensity of John 
Patrick Shanley’s play, 
locking the characters in¬ 
to just a few settings and 
not having children ap¬ 
pear. 

“It makes for a stronger 
play because the room for 
doubt is so much greater,” 
Ulrich explains. “You’re 
left wide open in doubt. 
It’s pretty cool.” 


More than 30 comedians set 
to descend on Halifax festival 


Springhill jail in 
lockdown mode 

ammunition More than 
400 inmates at the local 
medium-security peniten¬ 
tiary in Springhill have 
been in locked down after 
ammunition was found in 
the main parking lot out¬ 
side the institution’s 
perimeter fence. 

Shannon Oiclcle, chief 
administration and mate¬ 
rial management, 
confirmed the institution 
has been in lockdown 
since Friday after a correc¬ 
tional staff member found 
several live rounds of am¬ 
munition. 

Springhill Institution is 
a medium-security federal 
penitentiary that houses 
436 male offenders. 

METRO HALIFAX 


comedy The lineup for the 
14th annual Halifax Come¬ 
dy Festival was announced 
yesterday and it includes 
headliners like Michael 
Winslow from the Police 
Academy movies, Eddie 
Brill from The Late Show 
With David Letterman and 
Last Comic Standing win¬ 
ner Dat Phan. 

Other notables from the 
30-plus comedians taking 
to the stage next month in¬ 
clude former Queer As 
Folk star Hal Sparks, Just 
For Laughs veteran An¬ 
drew Grose, Sean Cullen 
from CBC Radio’s Simply 
Sean, Steve Patterson from 



Eddie Brill 

CBC Radio’s The Debaters 
and Mark Critch from 


More info 

* For a complete schedule 
of events, visit www.halifax 
comedyfest.ca. 

CBC’s This Hour Has 22 
Minutes. 

This year’s festival will 
run from April 20 to 25 at 
various venues throughout 
the city. 

Tickets for the opening- 
night gala at the Casino 
Nova Scotia Schooner 
Show Room on April 21 
are going for $29. 

METRO HALIFAX 


Province adds a pair of 
new Crown attorneys 


law Nova Scotia has two 
new Crown attorneys this 
week. 

Paul Carver was appoint¬ 
ed a Crown attorney in the 
Dartmouth office of the 
Public Prosecution Service 
yesterday. 

Carver was born in Hali¬ 
fax and graduated from 
Dalhousie law school in 
1992. 

This is his second time 
with the Public Prosecu¬ 
tion Service. He was a 


Crown attorney in 1995, 
but left to practise private¬ 
ly for two years. 

In 2007 he returned to 
the Public Prosecution 
Service of Canada prose¬ 
cuting drug offenses. 

Halifax native Leigh-Ann 
Bryson is the new Crown 
attorney in the Bridgewa¬ 
ter office. This increases 
the number of Crown at¬ 
torneys in Bridgewater to 
three. 

METRO HALIFAX 


Railway group frustrated with 
Conservatives’ lack of action 


fees The Cape Breton Rail¬ 
way Victims Association 
says it has waited long 
enough for information 
from the provincial govern¬ 
ment and is going to “vigor¬ 
ously pursue action” from 
opposition parties and mu¬ 
nicipalities. 

Association 
chairman Ken 
Jardine said 
that Nova Sco¬ 
tia Premier 
Rodney Mac¬ 
Donald prom¬ 
ised “every co¬ 
operation” from govern¬ 
ment last year in reviewing 
existing laws in the group’s 
fight with the Cape Breton 
and Central Nova Scotia 
Railway over railway access 
and land lease fees. 

He said the premier 
promised Justice Minister 


Cecil Clarke would look in¬ 
to legislation last August, 
and at a public meeting two 
weeks ago, Conservative 
MLA Keith Bain said Clarke 
was travelling and needed 
another 10 days. 

With still no response 
from Clarke, 


“As far as the 
government of 
Nova Scotia, we’re 
done with them.” 

Ken Jardine 


Jardine said 
the Conser¬ 
vatives’ time 
is up and he 
is already 
scheduling 
meetings 
with the Lib¬ 
eral and NDP leaders, and is 
waiting to hear about ac¬ 
tion from the Union of No¬ 
va Scotia Municipalities. 

“It’s in the scheduling 
stage,” he said. “As far as the 
government of Nova Scotia, 
we’re done with them.” 

CAPE BRETON POST 


Pair of masked robberies on Monday 


crime Two men wearing 
Halloween monkey masks 
tried to rob the Tim Hor¬ 
tons on Pleasant Street on 
Monday night. 

Just before 8:30 p.m., 
two men — one cariying a 
knife — tried to get money 
from the employees. They 
were unsuccessful and left 
on foot. 

Meanwhile, a man carry¬ 
ing a knife robbed the 
Elmsdale Petro-Canada on 


Monday night. 

The man wearing a gray 
hoodie pulled over his 
head demanded money 
from the clerk at 9:49 p.m. 

The suspect was also 
wearing a black ski face 
mask and gloves. Police say 
his entire body was cov¬ 
ered by clothing. He took 
off with an undisclosed 
amount of cash and En¬ 
field RCMP are investigat¬ 
ing. METRO HALIFAX 
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Man pleads not guilty in bus beheading trial 

Believing he was acting on orders from God, Vincent Li allegedly attacked a stranger on a Greyhound bus in Manitoba last summer, mutilating his victim be¬ 
fore decapitating him and cannibalizing part of the body. Li pleaded not guilty yesterday in Winnipeg to a charge of second-degree murder, cbc news online 


Canada/World 


Official raps staff, feds over 
19-year-old prisoner's suicide 


Moved around 


The federal government 
and others have a 
responsibility to finally 
answer Ashley Smith’s 
desperate cry for help, 
Canada’s correctional in¬ 
vestigator Howard 
Sapers says. 

Sapers presented his A 
Preventable Death report 
yesterday with “consider¬ 
able sadness and frustra¬ 
tion” and emphasized the 
deeply troubled Moncton, 
N.B., teenager’s death in a 
Kitchener prison was an¬ 
other example of the sys¬ 
temic failures of the fed¬ 
eral prison system. 

The 19-year-old Smith, 
described as mentally ill 
and suicidal, bounced 
around the federal prison 
system until she “need¬ 
lessly” died by her own 


• Smith was an inmate at the 
Grand Valley Institute for 
Women in Kitchener when 
she committed suicide on Oct. 

19, 2007. 


hand in October 2007 
while prison staff stood 
by and watched, Sapers 
told a press conference. 

“I urge the federal, 
provincial and territorial 
government to develop a 
national strategy to en¬ 
sure better co-ordination 
among correctional and 
mental health systems na¬ 
tionwide,” the investiga¬ 
tor said. 

“Simply and sadly put, 
if not for the glaring void 


• She had been in the federal 
correctional system about 11 
months and had been trans¬ 
ferred 17 times, serving two 
stints at the Grand Valley site. 


of mental health services 
for children, youth and 
offenders in Canada, Ash¬ 
ley Smith would likely 
never have ended up in a 
federal penitentiary 
where she ended her life,” 
he said. 

Public Safety Minister 
Peter Van Loan said many 
changes have recently 
been made in the correc¬ 
tions system to respond to 
mental health challenges. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Super 7 nixed for new 
nationwide lottery 


Abused dog 
now thriving 
in Vermont 

pets Michou, a Quebec 
poodle who was left in a 
frozen car for 19 days, is 
thriving with new owners, 
an animal control officer 
in Vermont said. Michou 
lost more than half his 
body weight as he sat 
starving and dehydrated in 
the freezing cold and was 
near death inside the Eu¬ 
rovan of his Quebec own¬ 
er, who had flown off from 
the Burlington, Vt., inter¬ 
national airport. 

After finally being 
rescued, he was somehow 
able to pull through. In 
Vermont have called him 
the “miracle dog.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


gaming A new and yet-to- 
be-named game is waiting 
in the wings to replace Su¬ 
per 7, the Ontario Lottery 
and Gaming Commission 
announced yesterday. 

The new national lot¬ 
tery will include “big jack¬ 
pots and more million¬ 
aires than ever before,” 
said spokesperson Rui 
Brum. 

The final Super 7 draw¬ 
ing will be Sept. 18. If no 
one has all seven num¬ 
bers, the final jackpot will 
be split among the holders 
of tickets with six num¬ 
bers. 

The new game will be¬ 
gin the following Friday. 


Brum said the change 
comes after the Inter¬ 
provincial Lottery Corp. 
interviewed more than 
20,000 lottery players to 
find out what they want¬ 
ed. “They were asking for 
big jackpots and more mil¬ 
lionaires.” 

The troubled economy 
did not factor into the de¬ 
cision. “No, not at all,” he 
said. “We find that the 
prime determinate for 
player participation in the 
lottery is the jackpot size.” 

Brum says bigger jack¬ 
pots will not make the 
game harder to win. “The 
odds are always the same.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



The Best Halifax has to Offer 


Metro News and Kool 96.5 want YOU to 
weigh in on the city’s coolest places to eat, 
party, shop - you name it! 

Go to metronews.ca or kool965fm.ca to register 
your choice for this month’s category: 

Metro’s Koolest Burger! 

One lucky player will win a prize pack valued at over $100! 
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New York City Citizens welcome U2 Way 


Members of rock band U 2 , Adam Clayton, second from right, Bono, centre, and Edge, second 
from left, hold street signs next to New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, right, and city council 
Speaker Christine Quinn after a portion of West 53rd Street was renamed U 2 Way in New York 
yesterday. U 2 's new album No Line on the Horizon was released yesterday. 


Clinton still sees 
Palestinian state 

No other way to end bloodshed, says U.S. 


A Palestinian state, Hillary 
Clinton said yesterday, is 
in Israel’s best interests. 

Many Israelis, not least 
supporters of the likely in¬ 
coming government, do 
not see it that way. And 
many Palestinians are giv¬ 
ing up hope that continu¬ 
ing the U.S.-backed “peace 
process” can deliver them 
the independent state Clin¬ 
ton is talking about. 

On her first visit to 
Jerusalem as U.S. secretaiy 
of state, Clinton’s assertion 
that “a two-state solution 
is inescapable” was point¬ 
ed. Incoming prime minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu is 
strenuously avoiding com¬ 
mitting to a Palestinian 


“The headline of 
‘two states for two 
peoples' may have 
to be interpreted in 
different ways.” 
Zalman Shoval, Likud 

state as he tries to form a 
ruling coalition. 

Her comments reflect 
near-unanimity among 
western diplomats that 
there is no other way out 
of 60-odd years of blood¬ 
shed. 

Netanyahu is not op¬ 
posed to Palestinian state¬ 
hood, but says it should 
have limited sovereignty 


and not be the guaranteed 
outcome of negotiations. 
The formulation “two 
states for two peoples,” 
used by Israeli, Palestinian 
and U.S. leaders who re¬ 
launched talks at Annapo¬ 
lis in 2007 is not one he 
favours. 

“The headline of ‘two 
states for two peoples’ may 
have to be interpreted in 
different ways,” said Zal¬ 
man Shoval, foreign rela¬ 
tions chief of Likud. 

“Whether at the end of 
the day it’s called a Pales¬ 
tinian state, or a state with 
limited sovereignty ... that 
is something that will have 
to come out of the negotia¬ 
tions,” Shoval said, reuters 


Pakistani police seek 
cricket team's attackers 


News in brief 


MEXICO Hundreds of heavily 
armed soldiers fanned out 
across Mexico's bloodiest drug 
war city of Ciudad Juarez yes¬ 
terday, trying to prevent a col¬ 
lapse in law and order just 
south of the U.S. border. 

SRI LANKA Troops yesterday 
seized the last road junction 
held by the Tamil Tigers, and 
now have about three kilome¬ 
tres left to capture before 
reaching a final showdown in 
the 25-year-old Sri Lankan war, 
the military said. reuters 


ambush Pakistani police 
hunted for gunmen who 
mounted the bold attack 
on Sri Lanka’s cricket team 
in Lahore yesterday and of¬ 
ficials scrambled to figure 
out who was behind it. 

The attack that killed 
eight people, six of them 
Pakistani police, plunged 
Pakistan into a “state of 
war,” Rehman Malik, the 
prime minister’s interior 


adviser, said. 

Six members of the Sri 
Lankan team and a British 
coach were wounded in 
the daylight attack as their 
bus approached the cricket 
stadium. 

None were so seriously 
hurt they had to be left be¬ 
hind when the squad de¬ 
parted for Colombo last 
night. 

REUTERS 
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Former HP chief has breast cancer surgery 

Former Hewlett-Packard co-chief executive and high-profile Republican Carly Fiorina 
had breast cancer surgery on Monday, and hopes be recovered within months. Reuters 


Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZA/S)METRONEWS.CA 


Banks still able 
to turn a profit 


Canada’s banks remained 
profitable even as the 
global financial crisis 
deepened, but results 
from two big players show 
bad loans on the upswing. 

Bank of Nova Scotia, 
Canada’s third-largest len¬ 
der, reported weaker earn¬ 
ings per share yesterday as 
provisions for bad loans 
more than doubled and its 
payout of preferred share 
dividends rose. 

Bank of Montreal, the 
No. 5 lender, reported a 12 
per cent fall in net in¬ 
come, hurt by charges tied 


Bank of Canada cuts key rate 

• The Bank of Canada cut its main interest rate to a record low 
yesterday and signalled it may take extra steps to pump money 
into a system that remains stubbornly short of credit. The bank 
reduced its key overnight rate by a half point to 0.5 per cent. 


to volatile capital markets 
and an 86 per cent jump 
in provisions for credit 
losses. 

“Although the core re¬ 
sults are doing fine, we 
have a continued deterio¬ 
ration of credit quality, 
which is going to be the 
focus of the market going 


forward,” said John Aiken, 
an analyst at Dundee Capi¬ 
tal Markets. 

“(Earnings) more than 
likely are going to stay 
positive, but they’re going 
to be lower than where we 
stand today because of 
credit losses.” 


Hot car Z-one makes its debut 



A model poses in front of a Z-one car by South African producer 
Perana designed by Italian design company Zagato at the 79 th 
Geneva Car Show at the Palexpo in Geneva yesterday. 


Fed chair defends 
latest AIG bailout 


bailout U.S. Federal Reser¬ 
ve chairman Ben Bernan- 
lce yesterday defended the 
government’s latest bail¬ 
out of embattled insurer 
AIG, telling irate lawmak¬ 
ers that he was also angry, 
but that the failure to act 
could have triggered an 
economic disaster. 

Pressed by a Senate 
committee to justify the 
latest in an expanding se¬ 


ries of bailouts for Ameri¬ 
can International Group, 
Bernanlce said there was 
no alternative, even 
though the company had 
been irresponsible. 

“We know that failure 
of major financial firms in 
a financial crisis can be 
disastrous for the 
economy. We really had 
no choice,” he told the 
panel. reuters 


Business in brief 


STOCKS Shares of Magna Enter¬ 
tainment will be delisted from 
the Toronto Stock Exchange as 
of April 1, the besieged horse 


racing and gaming company 
said yesterday, after it failed to 
meet the exchange's continued 
listing requirements, reuters 


Vale Inco cutting 
423 Canadian jobs 

mining Toronto-based Vale 
Inco, the nickel mining 
and processing division of 
Brazil’s Companhia Vale 
do Rio Doce, said 
yesterday it will eliminate 
about 900 full-time jobs in 
the face of slumping 
prices, with 423 of the 
cuts at its Canadian opera¬ 
tions. 

REUTERS 


The DAILY 

BUSINESS BUZZ 

Joseph Zatzman joins N.S. 
Business Hall of Fame 

After a career span¬ 
ning seven decades, all- 
around businessman 
Joseph Zatzman will be 
inducted into the Junior 
Achievement Nova Sco¬ 
tia Business Hall of Fame 
in June. Since 1993, 56 
individuals have been in¬ 
ducted into the Hall of 
Fame. The event has 
raised more than $1.5 
million, money which 
has gone directly to sup¬ 
port program delivery by 
Junior Achievement of 
Nova Scotia. This year’s 
event is scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 16 at the 
World Trade and Con¬ 
vention Centre in Hali¬ 
fax. 


Get the full stories delivered to 
your inbox every morning. 
Sign up today for the 

DAILY BUSINESS BUZZ 

nsbj.ca 
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The one feel-good story 

Aussie tourism contest helping to warm up a dreary winter 


The West Vie 



The news is pretty grim 
these days (that’s an 
understatement), but if 
you haven’t heard about 
The Best Job in The World, 
you’re missing the one 
news story on the planet 
guaranteed to make you 
feel better and get you 
through the rest of this 
winter of ’09. 

Back in January, some¬ 
one in the Queensland De¬ 
partment of Tourism had 
an inspired idea. What if 
we start a job search for 
the best job in the world? 
And so they did, and 
they’re not kidding. Based 
on all criteria and the 
Geneva Convention, this is 
the best job in the world. 

It’s a six-month contract 
for a “caretaker” for the Is¬ 
lands of the Great Barrier 
Reef. 


The successful applicant 
basically plays tourist on 
some of the world’s most 
beautiful tropical islands, 
is required to blog about 
their experience once a 
week, and gets paid the 
equivalent of about 
$124,000 for the, um, task. 

You’re immediately 
tempted to ask, “what’s 
the catch?” And those 
clever Aussies have that 
one listed in 
their web¬ 
site’s FAQ, un¬ 
der “Is this a 
real job?” as¬ 
suring visitors 
that yes, it is 
and no, there 
is no catch. 

Just apply, 

mate. 

Sadly, while I was 
dreaming about refilling 
the towel dispensers on 
Daydream Island, just one 
of the 900 islands in the 
world’s largest coral reef 
system, 34,684 real appli¬ 
cants got busy and sent in 
their applications, which 
include a one-minute 
video. So many people just 
wanted to bang on their 


Of course, anyone 
can see through 
all this malarkey. 
It’s just the most 
clever tourism 
promotion ever. 


drum all day, they crashed 
the site. 

Tourism Queensland has 
just announced the top 50 
applicants and the lucky 
50 and their videos are 
posted on www.island 
reefjob.com. You can vote 
for your favourite, and the 
applicant with the most 
votes gets an interview 
along with 10 others se¬ 
lected by Tourism Queens- 
land. It is a “re¬ 
al job,” after 
all. 

Of course, 
anyone can 
see through all 
this malarkey. 
It’s just the 
most clever 
tourism pro¬ 
motion ever. And it doesn’t 
hurt that it’s the antidote 
to the worst winter in the 
worst economy in decades. 

Maybe that’s why such a 
disproportionate number 
of the final 50 are Canadi¬ 
ans. Desperation breeds 
creativity. Three are from 
B.C., one is from Alberta 
and two are from Ontario. 

Anny Chih of Vancouver 
gets big marks for her irre¬ 


sistibly cute video, but 
Mitchell from Ontario is 
the Canadian to beat. He 
staged a musical job appli¬ 
cation on a busy down¬ 
town street with a cast of 
dozens that rivals the best 
of Broadway. Mamma Mia! 

So most of us aren’t go¬ 
ing to get the job of island 
caretaker, but at least we 
can vote for our choice. 
Maybe they’ll send us a 
sack of sand in gratitude. 
We better roll up our 
sleeves, though, because 
Mitchell’s currently in sec¬ 
ond place behind Julia, the 
Russian Bond girl, who is 
way out in the lead with 
4005 votes and counting. 

Then again, maybe you’d 
consider a write-in cam¬ 
paign for me, your 
favourite columnist. 


Paul Sullivan is a Vancouver-based journalist 
and owner of Sullivan Media Consulting; 
vancouverletters@ metronews.ca. 


VideoOnline 


Check out one of the video 
applications online at 
metronews.ca/thewestview 


Word on the street: Aside from your mother, who is the most influential woman 
in your life? 


Bojana 

Nedic 

Halifax 


Kamran Caitlyn 

Eskandari Holmes 

Halifax Halifax 


Clementine Robert Tara 
Iweh Talbot Town 

age 44 ; age 27, Ottawa age 23 , Toronto 

Vancouver 



A: My baka 

(grandma). She’s 
pretty cool ... 
She’s always been 
there for me and 
told me to stay 
strong and given 
me support no 
matter what. 


A: My grand¬ 
mother — she 
took care of me 
when I was a little 
baby. She told me 
stories and read 
storybooks to me. 
It made me a bet¬ 
ter reader. 


A: A family friend. A: My wife, be- A: My best friend 

Her name is A: My choice is cause she’s a very ... We grew up to- 
Heather. She’s an Oprah. She’s an intelligent person gether and ... she 
art teacher. She inspirational lady and helps me just knows me a 
actually inspired and touches make decisions lot more than all 
me to be a everybody from when I’m sitting the other friends, 
teacher myself. various ethnic on the fence. 


LEADERSHIP IK AH ERA 

OF ECONOMIC UNCERTAIN!* 






Metro Online Poll Results 


Do you think the Mounties who 
confronted Robert Dziekanski 
acted appropriately? 

Weigh in on today’s question at metronews.ca 



Worth mentioning 


U.S. scientists no longer endangered 


environment U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama yester¬ 
day directed U.S. govern¬ 
ment agencies to consult 
with scientists before tak¬ 
ing action that could harm 
endangered species, 

rolling back last-minute 
rules put forward by for¬ 
mer president 
George W. Bush. 

Obama, a Democ¬ 
rat who has spent 
much of his first six 
weeks in office un¬ 
doing policies of his 
Republican prede¬ 
cessor, signed a 
memo urging agen¬ 
cies such as the De¬ 
partment of Transporta¬ 
tion to consult with gov¬ 
ernment scientists before 
pursuing projects that 
could hurt threatened ani¬ 
mals. 

“Today I’ve signed a 
memorandum that will 
help restore the scientific 
process to its rightful place 
at the heart of the Endan¬ 


gered Species Act, a 
process undermined by 
past administrations,” Oba¬ 
ma said to applause. 

“The work of scientists 
and experts in my adminis¬ 
tration ... will be respected. 
For more than three 
decades, the Endangered 
Species Act has suc¬ 
cessfully protected 
our nation’s most 
threatened wildlife, 
and we should be 
looking for ways to 
improve it — not 
weaken it.” 

Representative Ed¬ 
ward Marlcey of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, who 
chairs a Congressional 
committee on energy inde¬ 
pendence and global 
warming, welcomed the 
move. 

“Today proves that, un¬ 
der an Obama administra¬ 
tion, scientists are no 
longer an endangered 
species,” he said in a state¬ 
ment. REUTERS 



Barack Obama 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. Email your thoughts and opinions to: halifaxletters@metronews.ca 
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Search called off for missing NFL players 

The U.S. Coast Guard called off the search yesterday for NFL players Marquis Cooper, Corey Smith and a third man missing 
in the Gulf of Mexico after their boat capsized during a fishing trip off the Florida coast Saturday, metro news services 
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Sports 



Von Cherry is like Rush Limbaugh and 
President Obama is in office ... Change has 
come. It is like oxygen, get used to it ” 


Washington Capitals owner Ted Leonsis, left, reacting on his blog, www.tedstake.com, to comments 
Cherry made saying Alex Ovechkin celebrates too much after scoring. 


METRO NEWSSERVICES 


EDITOR: JOHN.CHICKf@METRONEWS.CA 


Deadline daze? 


Coffee brewed, scouting 
charts laid out, and lists of 
wants and needs neatly or¬ 
ganized, the general man¬ 
agers of the NHL’s 30 
teams will meet in board- 
rooms across North Ameri¬ 
ca this morning for the 
trade deadline. 

Around them will be 
their confidantes, assistants 
and scouting directors 
ready to dial the phones, 
buzz the blackberries, text 
the messages, e the mail. 

Reputations will be 
carved, saviours will be 
anointed, nerves will be 
frayed, and regrets — 
there’ll be a few. 

If things begin 
as normal, the 
morning will 
go slowly 


Bill Guerin 
remained 
in limbo at 
press 
time. 


The players 

Most likely to be traded 



• C Bill Guerin, Islanders 

• D Derek Morris,Coyotes 

• D Filip Kuba, Senators 

• CTim Connolly, Sabres 

• G Pascal Leclaire, 

Blue Jackets 

• C Olli Jokinen Coyotes 

Don’t be surprised 

• C Jason Spezza, Senators 

• RW Marian Gaborik, Wild 

• C Jordan Staal, Penguins 

from a public perspective: 
Perhaps a few fourth liners, 
or fifth defenceman for 
some low-round picks as 
selling GMs try to 
talk up the price 
to the buyers. 
Behind the 
scenes, or¬ 
ganiza¬ 
tion 


*> 


talk up the 
k to the bu] 
Behii 

y-xNfc. seen 
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• D Brian Campbell, 
Blackhawks 

• F Brian Gionta, Devils 

Also available 

• F Sergei Kostitsyn, 

Canadiens 

• LW Mason Raymond, 
Canucks 

• RW Kris Chucko, Flames 

• C Rob Schremp, Oilers 

• G Erik Ersberg, Kings 

quickly descends into 
chaos. Deals talked about 
for weeks can be thrown 
out, while deals born at 
1 p.m. can be consummated 
at 1:10 p.m. 

Once the first big domino 
falls — Chris Pronger? 
Tomas Kaberle? — there 
will be a rush of deals to the 
4 p.m. deadline. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Sports in brief 


NHL Sean Avery's return to the 
NHL was finalized yesterday, 
as the New York Rangers 
claimed him off re-entry 
waivers from the Dallas Stars. 
The Stars placed the 
embattled forward on re-en¬ 
try waivers Monday, after Av¬ 
ery had not suited up for the 
club since his inappropriate 
comments in Calgary on 
Dec. 2 . METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 


QMJHL 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 
W L OT P 

x-Moncton 44 12 6 94 

x-Cape Breton 43 17 4 90 

x-Saint John 30 27 4 64 

P.E.I. 23 30 9 55 

Bathurst 20 28 13 53 

HALIFAX 17 38 6 40 

x-clinched playoff spot 


SATURDAY'S GAME 
HALIFAX at Acadie-Bathurst, 7 


PBL 


ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 
W L PCT 


Manchester 

13 

3 

.813 

Vermont 

9 

6 

.600 

Halifax 

9 

7 

■563 

Montreal 

3 

8 

■273 

Quebec 

3 

ll 

.214 


NHL 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 

Calgary 6 Ottawa 3 
Nashville 6 Edmonton 5 (0T) 

New Jersey 3 Toronto 2 (0T) 

Carolina 5 Washington 2 
Columbus 5 Los Angeles 4 
Florida 4 Atlanta 3 
Philadelphia 4 Boston 2 
Pittsburgh 3 Tampa Bay l 
Anaheim at Chicago 
Detroit at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Vancouver 
Dallas at San Jose 


NBA Nash back in Suns lineup 



Steve Nash passes against the Orlando Magic last night. Nash 
returned to the Phoenix lineup after missing three games with 
an ankle injury. The Suns lost to the Magic m -99 as Dwight 
Howard out-battled Shaquille O'Neal. 


Devils keep rolling against Leafs 



Mikhail Grabovski is stopped by Martin Brodeur last night. 


NHL RECAP 

Devils 3 Maple Leafs 2 (OT) 


nhl Johnny Oduya scored 
the game-winning goal 
with 11.4 seconds remain¬ 
ing in overtime as Atlantic 
Division-leading New Jer¬ 
sey edged Toronto last 
night at the Air Canada 
Centre. 

With the score dead¬ 
locked at 2-2 at the end of 
regulation, each team had 
several chances in the ex¬ 
tra period, but Toronto got 
caught in an odd-man rush 
late and the Devils ended 
it. David Clarkson and Pa- 
trik Elias also tallied for 
the Devils, who have won 
four in a row, and nine of 
their last 11 overall. They 
maintained a nine-point 
lead over Philadelphia for 
the top spot in the divi¬ 
sion. 

Martin Brodeur was 
steady between the pipes 
for New Jersey, turning 
aside 30-of-32 shots and 
now has 548 career wins, 
three shy of Patrick Roy for 
most by a goaltender in 


Trade baiting 

• Leafs Dominic Moore and 
Nik Antropov were held out 
of last night's game in antic¬ 
ipation of potential deals. 


league history. 

FLYERS 4 BRUINS 2 

Simon Gagne scored 
twice and set up another 
tally, as Philadelphia used a 
three-goal third period to 
upend Boston at TD Ban- 
lcnorth Garden. 

Mike Knuble registered a 
goal and two assists in his 
800th career game, while 
Scottie Upshall also found 
the net for the Flyers, who 
snapped a two-game losing 
streak and won for the sixth 
time in their last nine 
games. Antero Niittymaki 
was solid between the pipes 
for Philadelphia, making 22 
saves to improve his record 


to 15-5-5 on the season. 

Patrice Bergeron and 
Stephane Yelle both 
notched a power-play goal 
for the East-leading Bruins, 
who have been struggling 
recently, losing eight of 
their last 11 games. Manny 
Fernandez allowed four 
goals on 26 shots in defeat. 

PENGUINS 3, UGHTNING 1 

Chris Kunitz found the 
net on two occasions, lead¬ 
ing surging Pittsburgh over 
Tampa Bay last night. 

Pittsburgh captain Sidney 
Crosby missed his fourth 
straight game with a nag¬ 
ging groin injuiy. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


More audition than exhibition 


Canada 6 Blue Jays 4 


vs^ 

baseball Before yesterday’s 
6-4 win over the Blue Jays, 
team Canada manager 
Ernie Whitt wondered 
how he would distribute 
three exhibition games 
among just 13 pitchers. 

He might have to manage 
playing time behind the 
plate just as carefully. 

Speaking to reporters af¬ 
ter yesterday’s game Russell 
Martin, Canada’s starting 
catcher, mentioned that 
he’s still recovering from a 
mid-foot sprain. Martin says 
he’s the foot is almost back 
to normal after nearly three 
weeks of rehab, but said the 
lingering injuiy still limits 
his defensive mobility. 

“It’s 100 times better than 
what it was,” said Martin, a 
two-time all-star with the 



Canada's Scott Richmond 
threw two innings against his 
own team, the Blue Jays, yes¬ 
terday. 

L.A. Dodgers. Martin’s sore 
foot adds another variable 
to a team with an already 
depleted pitching staff. 

The absences of Ryan 
Dempster, Rich Harden and 
Erik Bedard leave yester¬ 
day’s starter, Blue Jays hope¬ 
ful Scott Richmond, as the 
anchor of an inexperienced 


staff. Yesterday Richmond 
surrendered four hits and 
two runs to a Jays lineup 
that included just two full¬ 
time big leaguers. 

Still, Richmond says his 
arm is already strong 
enough to handle the tour¬ 
nament’s first round, where 
starters are limited to 65 
pitches. 

After throwing 45 pitches 
against the Jays, he trotted 
to the bullpen and threw 20 
more. 

For Richmond, the game 
wasn’t just a tuneup for the 
World Baseball Classic, but 
part of his continuing audi¬ 
tion for a spot on the Jays’ 
rotation, torstar news service 


Koskie leads way 

• Appearing in his first 
game since suffering a ca¬ 
reer-threatening concussion 
in 2006 , Corey Koskie 
scored three runs for Cana¬ 
da yesterday. 



STEVE RUSSELL/TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
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Sweep for Tigers 

Two Dalhousie Tigers track-and-field standouts swept Atlantic University Sport's athlete-of-the-week awards yesterday: 
Pentathlon and 60-metre hurdles champ Rob McCulloch, and 1 , 000 -and 1,500-metre winner Caroline Schlosser. metro Halifax 


Three X-Men sidelined 

Players charged with assault ordered to sit out championship 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


St. Francis Xavier X-Men guard Tyler Richards and two 
teammates were ordered yesterday by their school to sit out the 
three-day Atlantic University Sport Final 6 championship. 


Halifax basketball star 
Tyler Richards may finish 
his illustrious university 
career on the sidelines. 

The fifth-year St. Francis 
Xavier X-Men guard and 
two of his teammates were 
ordered yesterday by his 
school to sit out the three- 
day Atlantic University 
Sport Final 6 champi¬ 
onship, which starts tomor¬ 
row at the Metro Centre. 

Richards, Eamon Morris- 
sy of Halifax and William 
Donlcoh of Nepean, Ont., 
were charged Monday with 
assault causing bodily 
harm. St. F.X. athletic direc¬ 
tor Leo MacPherson an¬ 
nounced yesterday morning 
that the three X-Men will 
not play until the school 
has investigated the matter. 

Richards, who finished 
second in conference scor¬ 
ing, learned of the news on 
the same day he was named 
a first-team AUS all-star. 

“It’s in their best interest 
not to be in the lineup 


pending further investiga¬ 
tion,” said MacPherson. “It’s 
not a suspension of the 
players, it’s not any indica¬ 
tion that they are guilty of 
these charges, it’s not about 


winning basketball games. 
This is about being fair and 
not jumping into knee-jerk 
reactions.” 

The charges stem from a 
Feb. 21 incident in which a 


student was assaulted. A 
court date of May 4 has 
been set. 

MacPherson said the in¬ 
vestigation could take up 
to three weeks, but said he 
will revisit his decision to 
sit the trio next week if the 
X-Men advance to nation¬ 
als. 



- Atlantic all-stars 

o 

g The Saint Mary's Huskies' 
| backcourt duo of Joey Hay- 
^ wood and Mark McLaughlin 
•* has been named to the At- 
£ lantic University Sport 
n men's basketball first all- 
star team. 

St. Francis Xavier X-Men 
teammates Tyler Richards 
and Christian Upshaw, both 
of Halifax, also made the 
team. 

Dalhousie Tigers guard 
Simon Farine and North 
Preston's Tremaine Fraser of 
the Cape Breton Capers 
cracked the second team, 
while Halifax's Casey Fox of 
the Acadia Axemen and Si¬ 
mon Marr of Saint Mary's 
earned all-rookie honours. 


Huskies take lead 
in hockey semifinals 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


aus playoffs The Saint 
Mary’s Huskies are a win 
away from a trip to na¬ 
tionals. 

Chris Morrison scored 
the winner in double 
overtime as the Huskies 
defeated the host Monc¬ 
ton Aigles Bleus 4-3 in the 
Atlantic Uni- 


versity Sport “There were highs 
men s hock- an d loWS, butwe 


ey semifinals 
last night. 

The 

Huskies are 
up 2-1 in the 
best-of-five 
series. 

Morrison, a 
third-year de¬ 
fenceman, found the net 
on a shot from the point 
through traffic 7:37 into 
the frame. 

“It was a tight game all 
over,” said Huskies head 
coach Trevor Stienburg. 

“We played well. There 
were highs and lows, but we 
found a way to get it done. 
That’s the bottom line.” 


found a way to get 
it done.” 

Huskies coach 
Trevor Stienburg 


The Huskies, who are 
known to rely on their pow¬ 
er play, hadn’t scored at 
even strength since Feb. 14. 
But they broke out last 
night, scoring all of their 
goals while 5-on-5. 

Blue-liners accounted 
for three goals, with An¬ 
drew Hotham and David 
MacDonald joining Morri¬ 
son on the score sheet. 

Forward Scott Brophy 
chipped in 
with the oth¬ 
er. 

Huskies 
goaltender 
Brandon 
Verge turned 
aside 40 

shots and 
Stienburg 
called his 
play “unbe¬ 
lievable.” 

The Huskies return to 
Halifax for practice today 
and travel to Moncton for 
Game 4 tomorrow. 

The winner of the se¬ 
ries advances to the AUS 
final and clinches one of 
the conference’s two 
berths at the University 

Cup. 



CHAMPIONSHIP 

presented by 7 



March 
Sth to 7th 

Tickets on Sale Now 
Call Today 

451-1221 


Six teams. Three days 
One champion. 



m 

Think fresh. Eat fresh>™ 
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NOVA SCOTIA 

Health Promotion 
and Protection 



^ _ S 

< 

FINE BEERS 




- 2 * @DT Qiw eastuni^? 

^ the bottunb group — ▼ WkCTw NOVA bCOTIAN IVs that easy” 



metr 


Your FREE daily. 
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National Car Rental. 
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Call Ticket Atlantic at 451 -1221 or visit online at www.ticketatlantic.com. 
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Metro Drive 


Prius tops again 


Despite the arrival of more gasoline/electric hybrids, the Toy¬ 
ota Prius took Consumer Reports' top “green” award for the 
sixth straight year, Canadian Driver reports. Other 2009 top 
picks included Hyundai Elantra SE for small sedan and Toyota 
RAV4 for small SUV. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


EDITOR: KUMAR SAHA, KUMAR.SAHA^METRONEWS.CA 

Grow your greens with Ford 

Upcoming Fusion Hybrid's a handsome machine with an eco heart 



JIL MCINTOSH 

for Metro Canada 


My Ford Fusion is sprout¬ 
ing leaves. The gauge 
starts with a branch, and 
as I drive along with my 
foot as light as possible on 
the throttle, the greenery 
starts to grow. Eventually, 
I’m rewarded with a forest 
for my fuel-miserly 
method. 

Naturally, this is no ordi¬ 
nary Fusion. Ford’s midsize 
sedan is overhauled for 
2010, with all receiving 
new engines and six-speed 
automatic transmissions. 
My ride, the Fusion Hybrid, 
is the first time it’s been of¬ 
fered as a gasoline-electric 
hybrid. 

It uses a 2.5 L four-cylin¬ 
der engine with electric mo¬ 
tor, nickel hydride (NiMH) 
batteiy pack, and a continu¬ 
ously variable transmission 
(CVT). The combination pro¬ 
duces 155 horsepower and 
136lb-ft of torque. 

It’s a “full” hybrid and 
can run on electricity alone, 
something its only domes¬ 
tic competitor, the Chevro¬ 
let Malibu/Satum Aura Hy¬ 
brid, cannot. Ford says it’ll 
stay on batteiy power alone 
at speeds up to 75 km/h. As 


with every current factory 
hybrid, the Fusion Hybrid 
doesn’t get plugged in, but 
uses energy from braking to 
recharge the battery. 

In the U.S., Fusion rates 
at 5.7 L/100 1cm in the city. 
Our testing methods will 
give slightly different num¬ 
bers, but Ford says it’ll be 
the most fuel-efficient mid¬ 
size sedan available. 

Although the Hybrid’s ex¬ 
terior doesn’t look any dif¬ 
ferent from its conventional 
siblings, save for its badges, 


the instrument cluster con¬ 
tains Ford’s new “Smart- 
Gauge,” including a system 
it calls EcoGuide. Two LCD 
screens on either side of the 
speedometer are config¬ 
urable through wheel- 
mounted buttons to four 
levels. Each adds informa¬ 
tion, starting with the sim¬ 
plest display of fuel and bat¬ 
teiy charge status; from 
there, you can add items 
such as a gauge to show 
when the car’s running on 
electricity, power consump¬ 


tion from accessories, pow¬ 
er output, and the foliage 
feature. It’s gimmicky, but 
it’s fun: Drive more eco¬ 
nomically, and the branches 
sprout more leaves, while a 
lead foot makes them fall 
off. 

The gauge I found most 
useful was the engine 
threshold, which shows 
how close the car is to 
switching to either gaso¬ 
line or electricity. You can’t 
manually control it, in that 
there’s no button to go 


back or forth; rather, the 
system determines it by 
how much power is re¬ 
quired. Knowing how close 
you are to the threshold 
lets you adjust your driving 
for maximum efficiency. 

A hybrid has to work as a 
driving machine too, and 
for that, Ford’s done a very 
good job. The switch from 
gasoline to electric is seam¬ 
less, and the car is very qui¬ 
et. Steering is responsive, 
highway performance is 
fine, and when needed, it’s 


2010 Ford Fusion 
Hybrid 


Type: Mid-size hybrid sedan 
Price: Not available 
Engine: 2.5 L four-cylinder en¬ 
gine with electric motor, nickel 
hydride (NiMH) battery pack 
HP: 155 


Highlights 


• Eco-friendly and fuel 
efficient 

• Improved interior 

veiy peppy and has power 
for highway passing. 

The new styling is hand¬ 
some, and the interior is a 
considerable improve¬ 
ment over the outgoing 
model in quality of materi¬ 
als and workmanship. Ex¬ 
pect this one to do well for 
itself when it arrives in 
Canada. 




Companies could have hugely 
varying car insurance rates. 


Shop around for best insurance deals, experts say 


MARK ATKINSON 

for Metro Canada 


Vehicle insurance can be 
one of the most expensive 
portions of your yearly 
budget, and one of the 
most frustrating to under¬ 
stand. Since it’s mandatory 
to have insurance in order 
to drive a vehicle any¬ 
where in Canada, there are 
a few things we can do to 


change our situation, both 
for new car buyers and ex¬ 
isting owners. While it 
may only end up being a 
savings of $50, in these 
touchy economic times, 
that $50 can go a long way. 

Andrew Wiclcen, general 
manager of InsuranceHot- 
line.com, says that shop¬ 
ping around is the easiest 
way to try and save money. 
The services provided at In- 
suranceHotline.com in- 


Riding the 

Recession 


elude the option to com¬ 
pare up to 30 different 
quotes from various insur¬ 
ance companies across 
Canada. 

“While the coverage it¬ 
self remains the same, the 
difference comes from 


how those companies in¬ 
ternally deal with risk and 
other factors,” Wiclcen 
said. Companies could 
have hugely varying rates 
depending on which cus¬ 
tomer type they’re trying 
to attract and what other 
promotions they might 
have running. 

David Haclcett, of 
Markham, Ont.-based Buck- 
ley Insurance believes that 
when it comes to factors di¬ 


rectly influencing the quote, 
things like location and ve¬ 
hicle type perhaps are the 
most obvious ones, al¬ 
though being a better driver 
certainly helps as well. 

“Keep a clean driving 
record,” he said. “Seeing 
the number of tickets and 
charges on your licence is 
extremely easy for an insur¬ 
ance company to do nowa¬ 
days, and that usually leads 
to higher rates.” 
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Beating the recession 

The Bimbo Garni shrine, about four hours' drive from Tokyo, lets visitors shake off their financial doldrums by hitting a wooden 
statue representing the God of Poverty. Visitors can beat, kick and throw dried beans at the god to vent their anger. Reuters 



Is he kidding? 


Travel 


Michael O'Leary, the CEO of budget airline Ryanair, has 
caused a minor furore by musing that passengers may 
soon have to pay to use on-board washrooms. But since 
O'Leary is also well-known for his PR-generating 
abilities, no one's sure yet whether he's joking. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Essential Essaouira 


Moroccan city is quiet, yet surprising 



An evening view of the walled town or Medina in Essaouira, Morocco. 



Goats forage for argan nuts. 
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An interior view of the Riad al Madina. 


On the web 


CELIA PEDROSO 

Metro World News 


Why go now? 

On the receiving end of 
trade winds on Morocco’s 
Atlantic coast, the so-called 
“city of wind” has a mild 
climate all year round, be¬ 
tween 17 C and 25 C. It’s al¬ 
so fairly quiet, though in 
summer it does see more 
European tourists. Better 
yet, prices are still accessi¬ 
ble in Morocco’s most sur¬ 
prising city. 

It’s my first time visiting. 
What should I do there? 

To get there, you can fly 
into Marrakech and take a 
coach or shared taxi to Es¬ 
saouira. Take a stroll 
around the pedestrian 
streets of the Medina or 
walled town, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. As well 
as shops and cafes you’ll 
find traces of the Por¬ 
tuguese who occupied the 


city in the 15th centuiy, 
and named it Mogador. 

Some sites are veiy well 
preserved including the 
fortress and the slcala of the 
lcasbah (the fortress ter¬ 
race), a place that inspired 


’70s rock stars including Ji- 
mi Hendrix and The Rolling 
Stones. This beautiful At¬ 
lantic city also seduced di¬ 
rector Orson Welles, who 
shot Othello here — his 
time here is commemorat¬ 
ed with a statue and a 
square named after him. 

I’ve been here before. 
What should I visit this 
time? 

Hit the beach. Windsurf 
and kitesurf lovers make a 
pilgrimage here for the op¬ 
timum weather conditions. 
Moulay Bouzerlctoun and 
Sidi Kaoulci are the enthusi¬ 
asts’ most popular beaches. 

Although there is a toler¬ 
ant spirit in the city, which 
has been a gathering point 
of many religions through¬ 
out history, you should 
bear in mind local customs 


— it is not a good idea to 
sunbathe topless. It’s also 
worth trying the local 
steam baths or hammam. 

Where is the best place 
for shopping? 

The Medina and mellah 
(the Jewish quarter) streets 
are winding open-air shop¬ 
ping malls. Besides the typi¬ 
cal stores there are also jew¬ 
elry, vegetable, spice and 
fish souks, as well as a sec¬ 
ond-hand souk and a flea 
market, La Joutia. 

Take advantage of the 
reasonably-priced crafts in¬ 
cluding leather goods, 
lanterns and crafts made of 
thuya wood, a tree from 
this region. 

Bring back some argan 
oil, a gold-coloured oil with 
health and beauty benefits 
that’s extracted from the 


fruit of a tree that’s said to 
grow only in the Taroudant 
region around Essaouira 
and on the coast. 

The argan tree is also re¬ 
sponsible for one of the 
your stay’s most memo¬ 
rable visuals — on the road 
from Essaouira to Agadir 
you can see flocks of goats 
perched in the top of argan 
trees, grazing on the fruit. 

What and where should I 
eat? 

Lots of fresh fish and 
seafood straight off the 
boat, a nice alternative to 
the tajine or traditional Mo¬ 
roccan stew. 

For fresh fish, tajines and 
other specialities tiy the 
French-run Le Patio, (28 rue 
Moulay Rachid). Le Coquil- 
lage is at the fishing port 
and serves fish and seafood 


• visitmorocco.com 

• essaouira.com 

• essaouira.org 

fresh off the boats, with a 
view over the sea. 

Dinner next to the fire¬ 
place or in the refreshing 
courtyard at Riad al Madi¬ 
na, (9 rue Attarine) is lovely. 

Where should I stay? 

Try the welcoming Riad 
al Madina, riadalmadina. 
com, in one of the main 
streets of the Medina. The 
interior of this former 19th 
century palace was re¬ 
stored, making it a simple 
but comfortable place to 
stay for guests who have in¬ 
cluded Brad Pitt and Angeli¬ 
na Jolie. 



Get on Track 

European Rail Passes 

Purchase your Eurail passes now 
with no extra fees and receive 
your passes on the spot! 

Multi-country select passes from $354* 

*Youth 3 countries, 5 day select pass 

Dalhousie SUB 
Lower Level 

902-494-2054 

HTRAVEL CUTS 

www.travelcuts.com 


GLASGOW DIRECT FROM HALIFAX 


The only non-stop service between Nova Scotia 
and Scotland 

Full meal service on all flights 
Regular weekly service commences May 2009 



§109 

1 Plus taxes 


Book online, call 1-800-663-8614 or contact your local travel agent C|l0bGSD3n.Cd 

Iaward winning airline 


Price based on Summer 2009 Halifax Economy Class departures. Taxes are extra. Specific dates and routings apply. Fares are subject to availability and to change without notice. 
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Foot-friendly NYC? 

New York City will ban vehicles from two notoriously congested stretches of Broadway to ease traffic in the Times Square area. Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg said the project would improve safety in prime tourist spots and make stores more accessible to pedestrians. Reuters 


travel 13 


Turkish delights 


Stirring, mixing, chopping and dicing, I 
learned cooking techniques from a crew 
of female chefs. In this region of Turkey, 
women don’t traditionally work outside 
of the home, but Ebru (Baydemir) has 
broken new ground, giving local women a 
chance at employment. 


TheTravelJunkie 


Julia 


Dimon 

f 


metronews.ca 

i/traveljunkie 


ardin is a 
charming 
town in the 
Turkish re¬ 
gion of 
southeastern Anatolia. Lo¬ 
cated high above the Tigris- 
Euphrates river basins, it’s 
rich with religious tradi¬ 
tion, historical significance 
and ancient sandstone ar¬ 
chitecture. 

It’s also home to tasty lo¬ 
cal snacks, from pomegran¬ 
ate salads to stuffed tripe to 
grape-syrup kebabs. Blend¬ 
ing Turkish and Syrian 
flavours, Mardin fusion cui¬ 
sine made for meals unlike 
anything I’d tried in other 
parts of the country. 

Likewise, the celebrated 
Mardin eatery Cercis Murat 
Konagi isn’t your typical 
Turkish restaurant. Over¬ 
looking the vast expanse of 
the scorching Mesopotami¬ 
an plain, this former Ar¬ 
menian mansion dating 
back to the 1800s not only 
serves succulent Turkish 
cuisine, it also offers hands- 
on cooking courses for 
tourists. 

Cercis Murat’s four-hour 
cooking class began with a 
trip to market. Ebru Bay¬ 
demir, a local celebrity en¬ 
trepreneur known as the 
first female restauranteur in 
eastern Anatolia, took me to 
a lively commercial centre, 
where vendors hawked ripe, 
colourful vegetables. 

On the hunt for ingredi¬ 
ents, side-stepping the occa¬ 
sional donkey, we carefully 
selected a handful of deep 
purple eggplants, blood-red 
tomatoes, eye-watering 
onions and warm flat- 
breads. Supplies in hand, 
we returned to the kitchen, 
slipped on cloth hairnets, 
tied our aprons and got 
cooking. 


Ebru told me that classes 
and meals can be cus¬ 
tomized according to 
tourists’ interests but that 
icli lcofte — fried, stuffed 
meatballs — is a classic 
dish. I followed her tutelage 
and got my hands dirty. 

Wrist deep in cracked 
wheat, onion, mince and 
allspice, I shaped the 
falafel-like shells into egg¬ 
sized balls and plopped 
them into a skillet of sear¬ 
ing hot oil. 

The fragrant smell of 
onion and steaming mince 
filled the kitchen, a good 
indication of the gastro- 
nomical delights yet to 
come. 

Stirring, mixing, chop¬ 
ping and dicing, I learned 
cooking techniques from a 
crew of female chefs. In 
this region of Turkey, 
women don’t traditionally 
work outside of the home, 
but Ebru has broken new 
ground, giving local 
women a chance at em¬ 
ployment. 

The restaurant has be¬ 
come so popular that it’s 


How to get there: Turkish 
Airlines offers daily, direct 
two-hour flights from Istan¬ 
bul to Mardin; see thy.com. 
Where to stay: Erdoba Kon- 
aklari is a charming 
boutique hotel in the heart 
of the old town. The historic 
mansion has wide stone ter¬ 
races and rooms over look¬ 
ing Mesopotamia; see 
erdoba.com.tr. 

Where to eat: For more in¬ 
formation about the Cercis 
Murat cooking school, visit 
cercismurat.com and click 


won several awards for best 
views and has even attract¬ 
ed the attention of Prince 
Charles, who visited there 
with his royal entourage in 
2004 for a private function. 

As my lcofte cooled, I was 
ready to dive into my next 
dish, Patlicanli pilav, a type 
of upside-down casserole 
made with lamb, chick¬ 
peas, onions, rice, eggplant 
and lots of cinnamon. 

No doubt, the best part 
of a cooking class is eating 
your homework. Sitting at 
a rectangular table 
adorned with elegant sil¬ 
ver cutlery and crisply 
folded napkins, I chowed 
down a delicious home- 
coolced feast. 

Fingers drizzling with 
lamb juice, the chefs (and 
my taste buds) agreed that 
the meal was a success. It 
was worth the charge of 
100 lira (about $75 Cdn), a 
fee that includes a trip to 
the market, all the ingredi¬ 
ents and lessons. 


Julia Dimon is co-host of Word Travels, airing 
Sundays at 930 p.m. on OLN; juliadimon.com. 


English version. 

Places to visit: 

• Sultan Isa Medresesi, the 
town's architectural 
highlight. 

• Bazaar along Cumhuriyet 
Caddesi for some unique 
bargain shopping. 

• Mardin Castle, a natural 
rock structure turned fortifi¬ 
cation. 

• Mardin Museum for a look 

at 7 th Century BC Assyrian 
pottery. julia dimon/ 

FOR METRO CANADA 



Mardin 

on "translate this” to see the 



Ebru Baydemir, owner of Cercis Murat, is a famous female entrepreneur in eastern Anatolia. 






Ok so it's 
wav funnier 
on the radio... 


WareCKULI 


KOOL FM... 

see what we did there? 


CKUL kind of spells KOOL... 

well 1 think it 

/ spells SKULL 




96.5 FM 

£ www.kool965fm.ea 


Saltwater pool 
Martial arts • Spa 
Chocolate class 
Nordic walking 
Bonfires • Touch tank 
Karaoke • Bunnies 
Marshmallow roasts 
and more! 



Get ready for the best-est 
(easiest) March Break ever! 



Try something new (and stress free) 
every day at White Point! 

With unique activities and events for kids, ’tweens, 
teens and adults, it’s going to be a blast. Book today! 

www.whitepoint.com 1.800.565.5068 


JULIA DIMON/FOR METRO CANADA 
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MARCH BREAK ^ 


BUILD YOUR OWN GETAWAY PACKAGE 
/ sj29l 

*Based on double occupancy plus applicable tax. 

Valid until March 31, 2009. Not available to groups. 

Take a break from winter at an elegant and historic landmark— 

The Lord Nelson Hotel. Throughout the month of March, start with 
a newly renovated room or suite then customize your stay by choosing 
parking, breakfast, movie tickets, a museum visit, shopping, dining, 
spa treatments and much more! Plus guests 16 years and under stay free! 

For details & to book call 423'5130 or visit lordnelsonhotel.com 




THE LORD NELSO 

SUITE — 


HOTEL 


1515 SOUTH PARK ST. DOWNTOWN HALIFAX 800-565-2020 



14 travel 


Young, hip Lisbon hostels 


Squeaky dean, elegant 
and well-located, a young 
crop of Lisbon hostels is 
reinventing the concept 
of a backpacker’s inn, lur¬ 
ing guests of all ages in 
these difficult times and 
sweeping the industry’s 
own Oscars. 

Dublin-based hostel- 
world.com recently named 
Portugal’s capital the top 
location for hostels in the 
world in its Hostelworld 
Customer Annual Ratings, 
or Hoscars. Three Lisbon es¬ 
tablishments were picked 
as No. 1 through No. 3 
among 20,000 properties 
worldwide, and a fourth 
ranked in the top 10. 

The ratings are based on 
some 800,000 travellers’ re¬ 
views. 

“There has been an ex¬ 
plosion of hostels in Lisbon 
for the past year and a half 
and the quality of the hos¬ 
tels has been extraordi- 
naiy,” said Aisling White, 
marketing manager with 
Web Reservations Interna¬ 
tional, Hostelworld’s par¬ 
ent company. 

“They really lead the way 
in an ongoing change of 
the image and standard of 
a hostel,” White said. 


Located in Lisbon’s 
tourist-crammed down 
town Baixa area, they are 
not far from the Tagus Riv¬ 
er and surrounded by his¬ 
toric monuments and 
dozens of typical pastry 
shops. These hostels are 
worlds away from the dirt- 
cheap, and often grimy stu¬ 
dent hos- 


tive alternative, with a bed 
and breakfast to the tune 
of 18 euros, while a hotel 
room in the same part of 
town would top 70 euros. 

“We can’t complain 
about a lack of bookings, 
especially for double 
rooms. We are not really 
feeling the crisis, it’s same 
as a year ago,” 
said Valter 
Pratas, 31-year- 
old painter 


£e d dod nS “ There haS been an 
outskirts S explosion of hostels 

many Euro- in Lisbon for the past turned co-own- 
pean cities. ” er of the Lis- 

Cosy, 
brightly 
decorated 
chill out 
rooms with 

flat TV screens and free In 


year and a half.” 

Aisling White, 
Web Reservations 
International 


Lounge 
— the 
private 
in the 
opened 


ternet would make many 
boutique hotels envious. 
Bathrooms are impeccably 
clean and dorms with bunk 
beds are far from barracks- 

ugly- 

Dorms for up to eight 
people and a common 
bathroom are still typical 
of a hostel, although many 
also feature double rooms, 
making them more attrac¬ 
tive for couples seeking 
some privacy. 

During the global crisis, 
hostels become an attrac- 


bon 
Hostel 
first 
hostel 
city, 

five years ago and ranked 
No. 3 now. 

“We now quite regularly 
receive small families or 
couples that, say, last time 
visited Lisbon and stayed in 
a hotel, but now have a lit¬ 
tle less money,” he said. 

Added White: “With the 
credit crunch, people are 
loathe to give up holidays 
so are choosing to do them 
a bit cheaper ... Due to the 
high standard of hostels in 
Lisbon it may prove to be 
hugely popular among peo¬ 
ple of all ages.” reuters 


FLIGHT CENTRE*^*££* 


tabte 


Airfares 

i 

Sun Holidays 

i 

Special Offer 

i 

European Holiday 


FT LAUDERDALE 

FROM $ 164 


Orlando 


Aussie Airpass 


$134 


Toronto 

FROM $ 1 78 

London 

FROM $249 

Jamaica 

FROM $299 

New York 

FROM $299 

Cancun 

FROM $347 

Los Angeles 

FROM $385 

St Lucia 

FROM $538 

Vancouver 

FROM $590 

Sao Paulo 

FROM $655 

Johannesburg 

FROM $1099 

Bangkok 

FROM $ 1 1 99 


i $1599 



VARADERO 

$728 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. UPGRADE to 
4.5-star junior suite accom from $19 per night. 

Cayo Coco 4-Star FROM $668 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. 

Punta Cana 4-Star from $779 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. UPGRADE to 
4.5-star accom from $15 per night. 

Mayan Riviera 5-Star from $899 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 5-star all-inclusive accom. ADD Captain 
Hook cruise from $96. 

Jamaica 4-Star from $959 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers 
and 7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. 


I 866 485 7093 | flightcentre.ca 


BUY ONE, 
GET ONE 

FREE 

Book an air-inclusive Trafalgar Tour to Europe and 
receive the second flight on British Airways free\ 


TRAFALGAR 


Holidays 


Orlando Family Holiday from $289* 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare and 7 nights 3-star 
accom near Walt Disney World Resort. ADD 7-day 
Magic Your Way Base Ticket from $298. 

Boston St Patrick’s Day from $599 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare and 3 nights 5-star 
accom located in Boston’s historic Back Bay. 

ADD Boston hop-on hop-off trolley tour from $42. 

New York Weekend from $599 

INCLUDES roundrtrip airfare and 3 nights 
3-star accom in midtown Manhattan. ADD 2-day 
New York City party pass from $49. 

Hawai'i 7 Nights from $932 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare and 7 nights 
3-star accom in famous Waikiki. 


LONDON 

6 NIGHTS 

.$857 

INCLUDES roundrtrip airfare, transfers and 
6 nights 3-star accom with breakfast daily located 
close to Russell Square and Oxford Street. 
ADD horseback riding in Hyde Park from $144. 


Cruise Holidays 


Alaska 7 Days from $409 + 

INCLUDES 7-day Carnival cruise, onboard meals 
& entertainment. Sail from Anchorage to Vancouver 
and cruise the Price William Sound, College Fjord 
& Lynn Canal and visit Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan. 
Port charges included. 

Western Caribbean from $429 + 

INCLUDES 7-day Western Caribbean cruise 
sailing roundtrip from Miami visiting Cozumel, 

Grand Cayman and Ocho Rios. UPGRADE to 
an oceanview cabin from $17 per day. 


Be sure to visit our newest Flight 
Centre location at Sackville Landing! 

Flight Centre Summit Place 
105 - 1601 Lower Water Street 

I 866 725 6168 


Conditions apply. Ex: Halifax. Air only prices are per person for return travel unless otherwise stated. Package, cruise, rail & hotel prices are per person, based on double occupancy. Prices are subject to availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of 
publication, errors and omissions excepted, but are subject to change. Transportation related fees, taxes and HST are excluded. * Family holiday price are per person based on 2 adults and 2 children age 17 years and under traveling together. A 0ffer valid on new Europe, Britain and Egypt bookings including 
pre/post-night hotel requests. Airfare is subject to availability, must be booked and paid in full before March 31, 2009 and is based on specific travel dates. Taxes and fuel surcharges are extra. Please call or see in-store for full details and conditions. +Price in US$. f The Perfect Holiday Promise applies to 
bookings made at Flight Centre shops within Canada. A $100 voucher for future travel will be provided to customers who experience an unwanted deviation from their paid itinerary. For full details visit www.flightcentre.ca or speak to a Flight Centre consultant. 




























































Shine on your 
special day 




One Stofc fo 

Sven rfften" 

From event planning and networking services, 
decorating to limousines, we take care of all the details. 

Don’t forget giftware, wardrobe, and tailoring, we do 
that too! You'll be surprised at what we can do for you. 

(0ne SMru/al 

209.9447 www.onestopbridal.ca 


Consultations Free 

100% natural & pain free 
Only service this side of Quebec 


Europe's best Kept Secret 
is here! Beautytek is a 
holistic therapy that can 
bring immediate lasting 
results. Tone, firm and lift 
your face and body. 
They'll notice more than 
just the wedding dress. 


902 . 252.3395 

405 Sackville Dr., Suite 201 
www.naturally-beautiful.ca 


— m 

Get the shoe that’s right for you. 

® 407-3030 I Bedford Place Mall 

Brand Name Depot 




Exclusive party options for 
Divas and Debutantes! 


Pole Dancing, Belly Dancing, 
Classic Burlesque 


CuTans 


444-3129 t 

225 Herring Cove Rd " 
info@readytorumba.com 


% 


oS HO 


cfour 


MLtmz 
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Call to book your wedding look! 

477-4000 • 30 Herring Cove Road, Halifax 


Hair | Updos | Tanning | Esthetics | Spa Treatments 


Nothing sweetens a 
wedding like candy! 

From wedding favors to candy tables, we have every 
sweet you need to complement your special day: 

• Large Selection of No Sugar Candy & Chocolates 
• Gummies, hard candy, suckers 
• Gift Baskets, and much much more! 


Siveet \~Jca 
^SJRetreat 


422-0336 

Park Lane Mall 


o lau z c Weddinq/ 

‘ at The Halifax Club ' 

Steeped in historical ambiance,The Halifax Club 
has been the City’s premier event location for over 
140 years. We can help make your wedding day 
perfect. We offer impeccable service, fine dining 
and elegant surroundings. Call us for details on 
our customized event packages. 

Bridal Shower. Rehearsal Dinner 
Wedding Ceremony. Cocktail Reception 
Gift Opening . Formal Dinner 


1682 Hollis Street. Halifax • 423.8460 - Stephanie (ext 1) • www.halifaxclub.ns.ca 


Full Bridal Party Fittings 
Many Instore Specials 

LILY’S - THE BRA FITTING SPECIALISTS 

The Courtyard, 1569 Dresden Row 
902.422.0161 
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Life on Mars cancelled 

ABC has cancelled Life on Mars, but will allow the cop drama to complete its full one-season run. 
The network has opted not to extend the series beyond 17 episodes, according to Variety, tvguide.com 


Candy girl 



Entertainments 


Britney Spears has proved just 
how much she has turned her life 
around by landing a deal as 
spokeswoman for American 
clothing line Candies. 



femalefirst.co.uk 
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No ordinary comic 

New Watchmen film ventures into grim territory 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


This Friday, there is no 
doubt going to be a fair 
chunk of Metro readers 
that drop their hard 
earned duckets and file in¬ 
to their local multiplex to 
see the latest Day-Glo pop 
pulp comic book 
blockbuster, the heavily 
hyped and mass merchan¬ 
dised epic Watchmen. 

But before you do 
friends, you’d be wise to 
take a moment and read 
the following passages, a 
primer to the most antici¬ 
pated film of the year thus 
far. 

First of all dear readers, 
be aware that this is not 
your daddy’s brand of su¬ 


perhero saga and those ex¬ 
pecting the movie to be in 
line with the PG rated 
likes of Spider-Man or X- 
Men should give their col¬ 
lective heads a shake. 

Based on the beloved 
cult graphic novel by can¬ 
tankerous British vision¬ 
ary Alan Moore, Watch¬ 
men ventures into the 
very essence of grim and 
takes few prisoners. The 
emotionally disturbed, se¬ 
mi-retired, latex-wearing 
crusaders who populate 
the picture are the oppo¬ 
site of heroic, they’re anti- 
heroes straight out of the 
most nihilistic film noir 
and their helpful attempts 
to save lives don’t always 
end well. 

As directed by Zaclc Sny¬ 
der, the guy who splashed 


Movie feature 


buckets of blood over the 
rock hard abs of the 
screaming Spartans in 
300, and who two years 
prior to that unleashed a 
cannibalistic zombie apoc¬ 
alypse in his remake of 
Dawn of the Dead, the 
film is also one of the 
most brutally violent pic¬ 
tures of the year, littered 
with broken bodies and 
spraying arteries of every 
persuasion. 

Violence isn’t the only 
thing that sets Watchmen 
apart, the film is also 
graphically sexual to boot. 
If you’ve ever fantasized 
about Bat Girl hooking up 
with Captain America, 
then this movie is for you. 


If not, well, you’ve been 
warned. 

But perhaps most im¬ 
portantly, Watchmen is 
incredibly sophisticated 
entertainment, as intellec¬ 
tually and morally chal¬ 
lenging as it is visceral 
and erotic. It asks its audi¬ 
ence some pointed ques¬ 
tions about the world they 
live in and refuses to pan¬ 
der to shrinking violet 
sensibilities. 

So if you plan to see it, 
eat your greens, rest up 
and bring the biggest cup 
of caffeine you can fit into 
your cupholder (the film 
is almost three hours 
long) because Watchmen 
takes its pen and ink ori¬ 
gins very seriously and ex¬ 
pects its audience to do 
the same. 



The emotionally disturbed, semi-retired, latex-wearing 
crusaders who populate Watchmen are the opposite of heroic, 
they're anti-heroes straight out of the most nihilistic film noir. 
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Reality 

Ad Persuasion 

Family Guy 

Seinfeld 

Seinfeld 

Raymond 

Family Guy 

CO 

20 20 20 TV5 

Que.-champion 

Journal de Fr2 

Humanima 

Mixeur 

Tel pere, telle fille (2006, Com. dramatique) 

Etoile 

Peur 

> 

28 28 28 V 

Side Effects 

Murder, She Wrote 

Summer Wine 

Foot in Grave 

SOUL (N) 

Tuscany 

0 

0 

60 97 97 VIVA 

Mysterious Ways 

Judging Amy 

Commander In Chief 

The West Wing 

Mediums 

CO 

0 

22 22 22 W 

Style by Jury 

Style by Jury 

Will & Grace 

Friends 

Grocery 

Grocery 

Supersize vs. Superskinny (N) 

Stuck (N) 

w 

251 251 251 WGN 

Be-Millionaire 

Evening News 

Two/Half Men 

Family Guy 

America’s Next Top Model (Season Premiere) (N) 


MLB Baseball 


(^Jtics’corner^ 

Gary Unmarried 

Under ordinary circumstances, 
Gary (Jay Mohr) rarely lets ex- 
wife Allison’s (Paula Marshall) 
fiance, Dr. Krandall (Ed Begley 
Jr.), ruffle his feathers, but he’s 
plenty concerned when he no¬ 
tices how much time Krandall is 
spending with Gary’s teenage 
son, Tom (Ryan Malgarini), and 
vows to bond more strongly with 
the boy himself. Jaime King and 
Kathryn Newton co-star in the 
new episode “Gary Toughens Up 
Tom.” 9:30 PM on CBS 



Being Erica 

It’s back to school again for Erica 
(Erin Karpiuk). When she has 
trouble figuring out her feelings 
for Ryan (Dillon Casey), Dr. Tom 
(Michael Riley) sends her back 
to relive a relationship from her 
university days — a very unusual 
relationship that may give her 
some clues. Reagan Pasternak, 
Tyron Leitso and Devon Bostick 
also star in the new episode 
“Everything She Wants.” 9 PM 
on CBC 

The Exterminators 

Billy faces a double challenge 
when he tries to get rid of a seri¬ 
ous fire ant infestation — at a ga¬ 
tor park, which means he has to 
brave a dozen alligators to carry 
out his job. As if that weren’t 
enough to creep anybody out, he 
later has to stamp out one of the 
worst roach swarms he has seen 
in 20 vears. 11:30 PM on A&E 


Prince to release 
album at Target 

music Prince has found an 
outlet for his latest collec¬ 
tion of songs, recorded 
without a major label, by 
partnering with Target for 
a three-disc set, the retail 
chain said on Monday. 

The album will be avail¬ 
able at Target stores March 
29. The collection has two 
original studio albums 
called LOtUSFLOW3R and 
MPLSoUND and a third disc 
titled Elixer by his latest 
protege, the singer Bria Va- 
lente. 

The three-disc set from 
Prince, which will sell for 
$11.98 US at Target, is the 
latest instance of a record¬ 
ing artist partnering with a 
major retailer to release an 
album. 

AC/DC released their 
chart-topping album Black 
Ice in October exclusively 
through Wal-Mart, reuters 



Read Milan Fashion Week 
reviews, exclusively at 
metronews.ca/globalstyle 


For complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and tickets, visit: 

metronews.ca/movies 




























































































































metronews.ca 


metro 


Wednesday, March 4,2009 

Jackson set for summer concerts 

Sky News is reporting that Michael Jackson will perform a string of concerts in London this summer. The 50-year-old 
will end his exile as a live performer by staging a residency at the 02 Arena, ananova.com 
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One week with Jackson 



Joshua Jackson plays a man who copes with a terminal disease by traversing the Great White North 
on a motorcycle in One Week. 



Members of Spinal Tap musicians and comedians Christopher 
Guest, from left, Michael McKean and Harry Shearer. 


Spinal Tap back on tour 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


Joshua Jackson has been 
pretty tired lately — but 
then that’s what you get 
for having a somewhat 
manic j'ob. 

“I was on my knees 
Hoovering brains off a car¬ 
pet two days ago,” the 
Canadian-bred actor shock¬ 
ingly admitted during a re¬ 
cent stop in Toronto. 

While that revelation 
might sound disturbingly 
morbid at first, consider 
the context. 

After all, Jackson’s clean¬ 
up was taking place on the 
set of his new hit sci-fi TV 
show Fringe — one of the 
main reasons for his hectic 
schedule. 

The other? Returning 
from Hollywood to his 
homeland to promote his 
latest movie, One Week — 
opening Friday — in 
which Jackson plays a 
young man who copes 
with a terminal disease by 
traversing the Great White 
North on a motorcycle. 

“It’s a celebration of the 
many Canadas,” said Jack- 
son, admitting the film’s 
patriotic affection was 
part of the draw. 

“There’s so much to do 
between here and Tofino 
and because it’s a road 
movie, which is unusual, 
you actually get to see and 
experience much of the 
country instead of one 
specific region.” 

And that is just what 
Jackson and director Mike 
McGowan did — travel 
across Canada with just a 
tiny film crew. Although 
he is no stranger to the 
road, Jackson admits it 


“That you can pay 
five bucks to walk a 
staircase to get into 
the mouth of a giant 
Tyrannosaurus Rex 
in the middle of the 
prairies is fantastic.” 

Joshua Jackson 

was a gruelling challenge. 

“I used to do the road 
trip between Vancouver 
and Wilmington, N.C., 
where I used to (shoot 
Dawson’s Creek) every 


year, so I’ve done that a 
ton but I never went Van¬ 
couver to Toronto and 
south. 

“To be honest, I always 
thought the prairies 
would be kind of boring.” 

Instead, Jackson’s “big 
revelation” was discover¬ 
ing the beauty of the flat, 
humbling expanse of land 
and the hidden treasures 
along its stretch of high¬ 
ways. 

One of the pure joys of 
watching One Week is en¬ 
countering such bizarre 
Canadian roadside attrac¬ 
tions as the Wawa Goose 


and the giant nickel in 
Sudbury. “The dinosaur 
(in Drumheller) was just 
so fabulously ridiculous,” 
Jackson said of his 
favourite stop. 

“That you can pay five 
bucks to walk a staircase 
to get into the mouth of a 
giant Tyrannosaurus Rex 
in the middle of the 
prairies is fantastic.” 


Coming to theatres 

• One Week opens 
in theatres on Friday. 


tour It’s no joke. The 
comedic trio behind Spinal 
Tap are hitting the road for 
a 30-city North American 
tour next month, and are 
leaving their heavy-metal 
guises at home. 

Christopher Guest, 
Michael McKean and Harry 
Shearer — accomplished 
musicians who have been 
playing together since 
1978 — said Monday they 
will perform music from 
their Spinal Tap days as 
well as from subsequent 
film collaborations like the 
folk-music spoof A Mighty 
Wind. 

They performed a few 
songs and took questions 
during a news conference 
held on the 25th anniver¬ 
sary of the release of the 
influential moclcumentary 
This Is Spinal Tap, in 
which the Americans 
played deluded English 
headbangers. 

The cult hit spoofed situ¬ 
ations that have rung eeri¬ 
ly true for real-life bands, 
such as getting lost while 


EDUCATION A university in Liv¬ 
erpool has launched a Master 
of Arts degree in The Beatles, 


trying to make their way to 
the stage, being confound¬ 
ed by malevolent stage 
props, or dealing with 
problematic drummers. 

The film also popular¬ 
ized phrases such as turn¬ 
ing the volume “up to 11.” 
And when artists explain 
away their waning popu¬ 
larity by saying that “their 
appeal is becoming more 
selective,” it’s an inadver¬ 
tent quote from the movie. 

The trio never made a 
dime from the Rob Reiner- 
directed movie, their man¬ 
ager Harriet Sternberg told 
Reuters. The film is now 
owned by French firm Stu- 
dioCanal. Sternberg said 
no attempt has been made 
to recover any royalty in¬ 
come. REUTERS 


Wigs off 

• The trio's Unwigged & Un¬ 
plugged theater tour be¬ 
gins April 17 in Vancouver, 
B.C., and runs through May 
31 in Milwaukee. 


the city's most famous sons, 
and called the qualification the 
first of its kind. Reuters 


n brief 




Watch for the word of the week 
during KIMORA: LIFE IN THE FAB LANE and 
KEEPING UP WITH THE KARDASHIANS 
Tonight from 11 - 12 on Slice™. 


For details visit metn^iews.ca 


You could WIN a Fabulous Trip to L.A. 


MY VICE IS SLICE 


No purchase necessary. Limit one entry per person per day. Only 1 grand prize. Approx, retail value $5,000. Must be Canadian resident who is age of majority in province they reside. Excludes Quebec residents. Contest runs from 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009 through Tuesday, March 10, 2009. Mathematical skill testing question must be answered correctly. Odds of being selected depend on # of eligible entries received. For full set of Contest rules, visit www.slice.ca. 
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Celebrity Buzz 



Osbourne sued by alleged attack victim 

Sharon Osbourne is being sued by a woman she allegedly attacked on her VHi show, Rock of Love: Charm School, TMZ.com reports. Megan 
Hauserman reportedly filed a lawsuit in L.A. County Superior Court Monday against Osbourne, adds usmagazine.com. metro news services 


1 am God's 
vessel': Kanye 


Reunion sparks concerns 


people Kanye West has a 
pretty high opinion of 
himself. In fact, the rapper 
believes he was chosen by 
God to have superior mu¬ 
sic ability. 

“God chose me. He 
made a path for me. I am 
God’s vessel,” West said 
during a taping for the 
VHI Storytellers series. 
“But my greatest pain in 
life is that I will 
never be able 
) to see myself 
F perform live,” 
West added. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Nicole loves 
Keith's sexy shots 



scandal Rihanna may have 
spent the weekend in Mia¬ 
mi with Chris Brown, but 
her family isn’t quite ready 
for the tumultuous couple 
to reunite, people.com re¬ 
ports. 

“Everyone wants them 
to take a break, to cool 
off,” a relative of Rihan¬ 
na tells People after the 
pair returned to Los An¬ 
geles together Monday. 

“No one wants 
them back to¬ 
gether.” 

Family 

thought that 
the relation¬ 
ship was 
over after 
Brown al- 


separation was short-lived. 

The pair reunited in Mia¬ 
mi last weekend, spending 
time at the Star Island 
mansion of Sean (Diddy) 
Combs. A source close to 
the couple told People that 
the couple was “definitely 
together” and working on 
a reconciliation. 

“I’m concerned,” con¬ 
tinues the relative. “I 
don’t want her to make a 
mistake, and I don’t want 
her to ever go through 
this again.” 

The couple left Miami 
early Monday morning 
on the same plane, ar¬ 
riving in Southern 
California. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


legedly battered Rihanna 
on Feb. 8. The couple went 
their own ways for a while 
— he went home, while 
she recuperated in Barba¬ 
dos and Mexico — but the 


people Nicole Kidman’s 
musician husband, Keith 
Urban, famously posed for 
Playgirl magazine eight 
years ago, but his wife 
hadn’t seen the steamy 
photos until recently — 
and she wasn’t let down. 

“Nicole was impressed 
with the shots,” Urban 
tells Britain’s New maga¬ 
zine. “It was 
spread over 
two pages and 
had staples in 
all the ri; 
places.” 

METRO f 
SERVICES 


Jonas Bro's antics 
turns Emma off 

people Emma Roberts no 
longer has a crush on Nick 
Jonas — who’s dated Miley 
Cyrus and Selena Gomez 
— because “he’s kind of 
making his rounds in Hol¬ 
lywood,” reports 
femalefirst.co.uk. 

The 18-year-old actress 
claims the 16- 
year-old Jonas 
Brother’s busy 
love life has 
put her off. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 




So kill me, I wear a bikini: Miley 


people Miley Cyrus has 
quit jogging to stop people 
discussing her breasts, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

The 16-year-old star has 
been left furious after she 
was accused of flaunting 
her curves by wearing a 
bikini top during an out¬ 
door run with her 
boyfriend, claiming her 
choice of clothing is no 
one else’s business. 

The Hannah Montana ac¬ 
tress said: “I don’t get the 
big whoop, but whatever. I 
guess it’s just... I’m not al¬ 
lowed to jog any more.” 



Miley was criticized after 
she was photographed in a 
skimpy top and shorts 
while exercising with her 
21-year-old boyfriend, un¬ 
derwear model Justin 
Gaston, who was top¬ 
less. 

Miley claims she 
was only wearing the 
bikini as her eight- 
year-old sister Noah 
wanted her to 
help clean vehi¬ 
cles. 

She added 
to KIIS FM ra¬ 
dio host Ryan 


Seacrest: “My sister want¬ 
ed to have a car wash. So I 
was like, ‘OK, we’re going 
to have a car wash.’ It’s, 
like, 100 degrees out. 

“As I’m running, it got 
a little bit lower and 
you could see a little 
of the bathing suit 
top. So, oh my 
goodness, Miley 
Cyrus wears a two- 
piece! Kill me! I’m 
wearing a two- 
piece, with an 
eight-year-old.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


No Brangie drama: Jennifer 



people Jennifer Aniston 
tells Elle U.K. maga¬ 
zine she doesn’t owe 
anybody her side of 
the story regarding 
her relationships 
with ex-husband 
Brad Pitt and An¬ 
gelina Jolie, 
msn.com re¬ 
ports. 

“There are 
no sides! There 
is no bad guy 

m 


and there is no good 
guy. There are no vil¬ 
lains and there is no 
heroine in this sto¬ 
ry. It’s just not 
the case,” the 
actress tells 
the publica¬ 
tion. 

She contin¬ 
ues, “I remind 
myself every 
day that I am 
lucky. Look 


what’s out there. Look 
what people are really liv¬ 
ing through. There’s no 
comparison. I am happy.” 

Jennifer recently pre¬ 
sented the animation Os¬ 
cars alongside Jack Black 
while cameras cut to Brad 
and Angelina in the audi¬ 
ence. The actress is the 
cover girl of this month’s 
Elle U.K. magazine, on sale 
this Wednesday. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Isn’t she 60?: Canseco 



people Jose Canseco can’t 
get over the fact that his 
50-year-old ex Madonna is 
dating 22-year-old Brazil¬ 
ian model Jesus Luz, us- 
magazine.com reports. 

“Oh, my God! Doesn’t 
she realize she is 60 years 
old? Come on!” he told us- 
magazine.com. Of 
Madonna (who 
took Luz to NYC’s 
Kabbalah Centre 
on Saturday), 

Canseco told 
Us: “Wh( 
she is 
80, 

what is 


she going to date — a guy 
who is 10 years old? It’s 
getting crazy!” 

Madonna doesn’t seem 
to mind their nearly 30- 
year age difference. A 
source close to the singer 
recently told Us Weekly 
that while she and Luz are 
not serious, 
“she is seeing 
where it 
goes.” 

METRO 
NEWS 


SERVICES 


Lindsay converting? 



religion Lindsay Lohan has 
reportedly found a new 
way to express her de¬ 
votion to rumoured 
girlfriend Samantha 
Ronson: The Mean 
Girls star is convert¬ 
ing to Judaism, ac¬ 
cording to Perez 
Hilton. 

Lohan 
Ronson 
spotted 
tending serv¬ 
ices at a syn- 


and 


were 


agogue in London last 
week before hitting the 
bar mitzvah for Ron¬ 
son’s half-brother. 
And as speculation 
over Lohan’s faith 
escalated, the 
starlet updated 
her Faceboolc 
status to read: 
I’m convert- 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Art imitates life for Lauren 



career It looks like art is 
imitating life for Lauren 
Conrad, people.com re¬ 
ports. 

The star of The Hills re¬ 
veals on her MySpace blog 
that her new book, 

L.A. Candy — which 
is “loosely inspired” 
by her own experi¬ 
ence — follows the 
story of 19-year-old 
girl named Jane 
Roberts “who 
moves to L.A. 
and unexpect¬ 
edly be¬ 
comes the 
star of a re¬ 
ality televi¬ 
sion show.” 


In the book Jane’s best 
friend is named Scarlett. 

The novel, the first in a 
three-book series being 
published for young adults 
by HarperCollins, will be 
released June 16. 

“Some of the charac¬ 
ters may symbolize 
people in my life,” 
writes Conrad, who 
has gone through a 
multitude of dra¬ 
ma on the MTV 
series, “But it 
is in no way 
calling any¬ 
one out.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 
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For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 

Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Glaswegian gal 
5 Denny Crane’s 
field 

8 — Alto, Calif. 

12 Canyon phe¬ 
nomenon 

13 “A Chorus 
Line” song 

14 Privy to 

15 Miscellaneous 
written passages 

17 Simple 

18 Indy’s hat 

19 Whirlpool 

21 Zilch 

22 Apiece 


23 Docs’ org. 

26 Conger, for 
one 

28 Wails like a 
banshee 
31 Offspring, 
often 

33 Vast expanse 

35 Filthy 
material 

36 Eucalyptus 
eater 

38 Last (Abbr.) 

40 Whatever 
amount 

41 Uppercase 


43 In medias — 
45 “Wuthering 
Heights” writer 
47 Alibi 

51 Carry on 

52 “Fiddler on 
the Roof” village 

54 Staffer 

55 Young chap 

56 Approach 

57 Pleased 

58 Bond, e.g. 

59 Skin art, for 
short 


Crossword down 


1 Emblem on Canada’s flag 

2 Dermatologist’s case 

3 Roe source 

4 Wise lawgiver 

5 Spots 

6 Pismire 

7 Use a loom 

8 Stabs 

9 Curse 

10 Mislay 

11 Cameo stone 
16 One of HOMES 
20 Erstwhile acorn 

23 Request 

24 Cow’s comment 

25 Big snake 

27 Romanian money 


29 Sister 

30 Pigpen 

32 On an angle 
34 “So soon?” 

37 Suitable 
39 Libretto 
42 Easter stickers 

44 Bloodhound’s clue 

45 Put your feat in your 
mouth 

46 Bar 

48 Eye layer 

49 Old card game 

50 “I’m all —” 

53 Siesta 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 


Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Metro Recipe of the Day 


Middle Eastern 
Lentil Salad 

INGREDIENTS: 

11/3 cup (325 ml) dried 
brown or green lentils, 
rinsed 

1 garlic clove, peeled but 
left whole 

Good pinch of ground 
cumin 

1 slice lemon 

1 2/3 cup (400 ml) broccoli 

florets 

1 small red onion, finely 
chopped 

1/2 cup (125 ml) dried apri¬ 
cots, roughly chopped 
1 each small red, yellow 
and green pepper, seeded 
and cut into 3/4-in. (2-cm) 
dice 

1 3/4 oz (50 g) firm rindless 
goat’s cheese 

Toasted sunflower seeds to 
garnish 

LEMON AND CORIANDER 
DRESSING: 

Juice of 1 lemon 

2 tbsp (25 ml) extra virgin 
olive oil 

11/2 tbsp (20 ml) finely 
chopped fresh coriander 
leaves 

Salt and freshly ground 
black pepper 


METHOD: 

1. Put lentils into pot, cov¬ 
er with water and bring to 
boil. Add garlic, cumin and 
lemon, reduce heat and 
simmer 30 minutes, or un¬ 
til lentils are tender. Drop 
broccoli florets into pot of 
boiling water and blanch 2 
minutes or until broccoli 
are slightly softened but 
still crisp. Drain and set 
aside. 

2. Meanwhile, put lemon 
juice, oil, coriander, salt 
and black pepper into large 
salad bowl, and whisk. 

3. Drain lentils, discarding 
lemon and garlic. Tip into 
salad bowl and toss gently. 

4. Add onion, apricots, pep¬ 
pers and broccoli florets 
and mix gently. Crumble 
cheese over top, garnish 
with sunflower seeds and 
serve immediately. 

SERVES 4 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

You’ll appreciate an apparent 
contradiction. A quarrel causes 
hard feelings. Your hopes will 
brighten after noon. 



LIBRA /£\ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

Don’t call off a meeting before 
your point is made. A man 
complains about your behav¬ 
iour. A kind friend needs your 
attention. 


TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


A receptive friend is more ex¬ 
citing than usual. Job activity 
heightens your tension. A deep¬ 
voiced man runs off with his 
favourite lady. 




GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 

Animal magnetism causes 
hearty laughter. Be on call for a 
former sweetheart. A message 
left on a machine exceeds ex¬ 
pectations. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



The standing of a plan begins 
to improve. Don’t be arrogant 
with an aloof woman. Some¬ 
thing inside you causes embar¬ 
rassment. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 


Someone will communicate as 
effectively as possible. Profound 
feelings about a romance are 
disruptive. Restrain your sar¬ 
casm with a jovial person. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


A bashful guy makes dramatic 
promises. A man needs to be 
set straight on personal choic¬ 
es. An obnoxious pest will get 
stuck. 


SCORPIO /C\ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Greedy people want more than 
they deserve. An admirer is 
stariy-eyed. Friends won’t help 
a self-defeating associate. 


© 


SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Secret messages share the 
recipe for bliss. Start showing 
attention to an older relative. 
End a troublesome situation 
painlessly. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

A wicked witch’s integrity is 
challenged. A mother tries to 
get away with a lie. Good stuff 
happens in a meditative state. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Someone wants you in the pic¬ 
ture. Be optimistic that you’ll 
find a dream job. Your confi¬ 
dence brings good luck. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

A secret enemy is a friend. An 
insecure female wants you to 
impose discipline. Witness a 
fair-minded friend’s change of 
attitude. 
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2008 Grand Caravan 
Town & Country 






^M/f/f/ 


Alloy Wheels, Fog Lights, Leather Wrapped Steering 
Wheel, Adjustable Pedals, Steering Wheel Audio 
Controls, Pwr Window Group, Pwr Doors, 

P Seat, Pw, Pdl, Three Zone Climate Control, Lift 
Gate, A/C, Cruise, Tilt, 3.8 V6, Stow ‘IT Go, Low Kms 


Was $39,495 New! 


2008 Grand 
Caravan SXT 

Factory DVD, Alloy Wheels, Gof Lights, DVD Backup 
Camera, Leather Wrapped Steering Wheel, Adjustable 
Pedals, Steering Wheel Audio Controls, Pwr Window 
Group, P Seat, Pw, Pdl, Three Zone Climate Control, 
A/C, Cruise, Tilt, Stow ‘IT Go, Low Kms 
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Was $36,020 New! 


2008 Grand 
DVD Edition 

Factory DVD, Pwr Window Group, P Seat, Pw, 
Pdl, Three Zone Climate Control, A/C, Cruise, 
Tilt, Backup Camera, Stow ‘l\T Go, Low Kms 
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Was $33,620 New! 


2008 Grand 
Caravan SE 

Pwr Window Group, P Seat, Pw, Pdl, 
Three Zone Climate Control, A/C, 
Cruise, Tilt, Stow ‘N’ Go, Low Kms 




Was $30,495 New! 


*Price Plus Tax And Fees. **See Dealer For Details 
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CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE 
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Was $29,320 New! 


2008 Grand 
Caravan SE 


Pwr Window Group, Pw, Pdl, 
A/C, Cruise, Tilt, Stow ‘N’ Go, 
7 Passenger, Tinted Windows 
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